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(From the London Medical and Physical Journal.) 


Curvatures, projections, and deformities of the .spine, have 
been noticed by the best surgical writers of antiquity, as well as 
those of more modern date ; and although, in our days, many 
surgeons of acknowledged talent and originality of mind have 
directed their attention to them, and contemplated them with an 
anxious desire to remedy those morbid derangements effectual- 
ly, yet it must be admitted as a fact, that in the public institu- 
tions of Europe, the practice in those eases has not. much impro- 
ved since the days of that classical and experienced surgeon, 
Mr. Pott ; while the principle on which the treatment is found- 
ed continues the same, and influences all ; for the treatment is 

enerally directed to the sole object of forming an anchylosis of 
the diseased or deranged vertebrz in the situation the distortion 
has placed them, by inducing the parts to accommodate them- 
selves to the degree of projection or curvature already establish- 
ed. This princ “iple, and the mode of cure to which it has led, 
necessarily leave the patients, in many cases, more or less de- 
formed for life. Hence it is, the practice in those cases appears 
imperfect ; whilst its results would seem to justify its abandon- 
ment, and sanction any cautious and promising experiments that 
reason should suggest. 
— defects of the modus medendi in general use may not 
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be thought unjustly overcharged, it may be proper to state that 
the best elementary works on Surgery,—that the able prize 
Dissertation, the author of which of late was deservedly honour- 
ed by the medal of the Royal College of Surgeons, and the latest 
treatises on Diseases of the Spine, attribute its curvatures to ca- 
rious bone, and consider the application of the caustic issues of 
Mr. Pott, and the observance of the horizontal position incul- 

cated by the late Mr. Baynton, as the principal, if not the only, 
means necessary to their cure, by anchy losis. 

Before entering at large on the subject, it seems requisite to 
premise definitions of some terms, that will be either new or 
employed in a more limited sense, and with a more precise 
meaning than heretofore. 

Curvatures of the spine have been divided into two species, 
one of which has been termed “ angular curvature,” and the 
other “ lateral curvature.”’* The first includes all the varieties 
of curvature, attended with projections from the natural axis of 
the vertebra, either outwards or inwards ; the second compre- 
hends all those distorted or bent on either side. Our mathemat- 
ical friends inform us the term “ angular curvature’ is a sole- 
cism in mathematics, and that the existence of such a curve or 
arc has not been demonstrated ; it is, therefore, inferred it can- 
not convey any precise meaning, as an angle cannot be a curve, 
or a curve an angle, although every curve contains an angle, and 
that its use may be declined without impropriety. 

All the distortions and projections of the spine we have wit- 
nessed may be divided into two speeies, one of which may still 
be denominated curvature of the spine, and the other the angu- 
lar projection of the spine. Of the former there are three va- 
rieties, the first of which that will be noticed is the curvature 
outwards, which, for the sake of brevity, we propose to term an 
excurvation of the spine ;} the second is the curvature inwards, 
which, in this essay, will be called an incurvation ; the third is 
the curvature on erther or both sides, which is, with propriety, 
already denominated the dateral curvature. The angular pro- 


jection has not any varieties. Curvatures of the spine may take 


place in any portion of the spinal column ; they, however, most 
commonly occur in the cervical and dorsal vertebra. The an- 
gular projection generally takes place in the lumbar and lower 





* Lioyp on Scrofula. 

{+ Excurvation is nota genuine English word : it is trusted, however, its 
use will be excused ; for, as incurvation very aptly expressed one condition 
of the curved verte bre, it was thought excurvation might be as fitly employ- 
ed in contradistinction. 
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dorsal vertebra. A curvature of the spine forms a segment of a 
circle, the arc of which is more or less regular or perfect. 

The line the vertebra, or spinal column, ought to make, and 
does make in its natural undeformed state, will be called the 
spinal line ; a term that will be nearly synonymous with that of 
axis of the vertebre. 

The angular projection of the spine forms the projecting line 
of an acute angle with the spinal line, the quantity of which 
varies in the degree the spinous processes project beyond their 
natural situation. The spinal line, the projecting line, and the 
line formed by the lower surface of the most projecting vertebra, 
form a triangle, of which we will consider the last, with its spi- 
nous process, to be the base. 

Horizontal position is a term much used in treating of diseas- 
es of the vertebra. It is evidently a vague and general term, as 
it only implies laying the body down on an horizontal plane, 
without reference to particular position. When the position 
proper in curvatures of the spine is alluded to by authors, hori- 
zontal position has generally been defined by them—laying on 
the back, either on a horizontal or (by some) an inclined plane. 
The advantages, however, of particular positions of parts, or of 
the whole of the body, in some operations of surgery, are so well 
known, and so highly estimated, (as, for instanee,.in reducing 
the different luxations of the head of the thigh-bone,) that they 
will obviously occur to every one ; and as curvatures of the 
spinal pyramid take different directions, and form a variety of 
deflections from the straight line, so experience has fully con- 
vinced us that different positions of the body can be adapted to 
the different forms of curvature with striking and peculiar ben- 
efit. For the correct and clear comprehension, therefore, of 
the terms and operations mentioned in this essay, it is necessary 
to state that three variations of the horizontal position will be 
employed in the treatment :—The dorsal horizontal position, or 
laying on the back ; the facial horizontal position, being the re- 
verse of the former, or what, in common language, is called 
‘“‘ lying on the face,”’ of course in a line with the sternum and 
linea alba abdominis ; the /atera/ horizontal position, or lying 
on either side. In all cases, the patients are supposed to be 
laying on a horizontal plane ; as we hope, hereafter, to demon- 
strate very clearly the inconsistency of using the inclined plane 
in diseases of the vertebra, from its being both a mathematical 
deviation from the horizontal position, approaching more or less 
to the perpendicular, and a violation or infringement of the re- 
ceived and approved principle on which the former has been 
generally adopted. 





































A hitler dei cn shy inn om, 


‘a 


—s 











260 Select Essays. 


It is deemed right to distinctly avow, in limine, that the prin- 
ciple ef cure by promoting and consolidating an anchylosis of the 
different vertebra deranged, is, in this essay, entirely rejected 
as a general principle which should guide and direct the treat- 
ment of curvatures of the spine ; neither can we subscribe to 
the truth of the statement of so many authors, that a cure with- 
out anchylosis cannot be accomplished ; for our experience, as 
far as it extends, has sufficiently satisfied us that the body can be 
restored to its erect attitude, and the joints of the vertebra to 
their pésition and powers of movement, in all cases, except only 
where the ulcerative process (whether produced by scrofula or 
other causes,) has already seized on the structure of the verte- 
bral joints, and renders anchylosis desirable, as well as indispen- 
sably necessary to recovery in any shape. Hence it is that the 
principle of cure proposed and illustrated in this essay will be 
the very reverse of the former ; and it will be laid down as a 
settled general principle or fixed indication, that the curative 
efforts, in curvatures of the spine, should be directed to the 
prevention of anchylosis as their primary object, feeling quite 
assured that success will be obtained, by the means to be here- 
after detailed, in a great majority of cases ; the exceptions be- 
ing limited to that variety already mentioned, the occurrence of 
which, on an improved plan of treatment, will be still more rare 
than itreally is. Although a late able writer affirms, “ that the 
angular curvature is most to be dreaded, because it never can 
exist, in the smallest degree, without some destruction of bone,’’* 
yet, as the angular curvature of Mr. Lloyd includes the incurv- 
ations, excurvations, and angular projections of the spine of this 
Essay, and as we have not as yet had sufficient reason to believe 
that ulceration of the bony parts of the vertebre existed in any 
case we have treated, we still feel at liberty to assert and main- 
tain the opinion, that curvatures of the spine, with ulceration of 
the bony parts, are comparatively rare. 

In compliance with the wishes of some respected medical 
friends, a few cases of distortion of the spine will be detailed in 
this part of the Essay, by which some of the material of which 
the structure is to be built will, as 1t were, be presented for ex- 
amination and judgment ; and the reader, it is hoped, will be 
compensated fora departure from the systematic arrangement of 
describing symptoms, discussing causes, and inculcating doc- 
trines and modes of treatment, in regular order, before the his- 
tory of cases is given. 





* Lioyp on Scrofula, p. 218, 















































Mr. Bampfield on Curvatures, &c. of the Spine. 261 


Cases of Angular Projection of the Spine. 


CASE I. ~ 


Frances Parker, xt. four years, nine months, born of healthy 
parents, and one of six children, neither of whom presented the 
features of a scrofulous constitution, residing at No. 3, Slade’s- 
place, Blandford-street, had been affected with the angular pro- 
jection of the spine two years, when she was admitted a patient 
of the Mary-le-bone station of the Royal Metropolitan Infirmary. 
The projection had been formed in a gradual manner, one spi- 
nous process only having been first observed to protrude out- 
wards ; and,as this projection enlarged and increased, if became 
evident that other vertebr above it, in the progressive course 
of time, were drawn out also. The projection comprehends 
three lower dorsal and four upper lumbar vertebrae. When the 
patient stands erect, the projection of the spinous process of the 
fourth lumbar vertebra is so much beyond that of the fifth, that 
it appears as if, at this point, the upper part of the spinal column 
were about to fall off from the part below it. From the spinous 
process of the ninth dorsal vertebra, which occupies its natural 
situation, the spinous processes of the seven vertebra below it, 
gradually incline outwards, till the line reaches the extremity of 
the spinous process of the fourth lumbar vertebra,-which be- 
comes the angular point, the base line of the triangle being 
formed by the lower surface of this vertebra. Between the 
spinous processes of the fourth and fifth lumbar vertebra, there 
is a space in which the fore-finger may easily be pressed upon 
the interspinous ligament now elongated, although, when in situ, 
they nearly approximate. ‘The tranverse processes of three 
lumbar vertebrez are distinctly felt projecting on each side of the 
spinous processes, and, instead of these processes falling grace- 
fully in between the muscles of the back, they elevate and stretch 
the integuments and muscles so as to form a bow or arc later- 
ally, the chord line of which is formed by the transverse proces- 
ses, on which, it may be imagined, the spinous process is raised 
as a perpendicular, dividing the arc into two equal parts. When 
the patient walked, which she could only do for a short time in 
a waddling gait, she evinced great weakness of the muscles of 
the back and of the muscles generally, for she always stooped 
forwards, and supported herself by placing both hands on her 
knees, so that the nates projected behind ; the foot of the right 
leg bent inwards, and the flexor tendons of the same leg were 
contracted. In the attempts to walk she frequently fell down, 
or, from severe pains of the back, was obliged to lie down even 
in the streets. The pains of the back, and of both knees (par- 









































262 Select Essays. 


ticularly of the right,) sometimes made her scream, and often 
disturbed and prevented sleep. Any sudden motion of the ver- 
tebraee induced smart pains of the back ; dyspnea ensued from 
very slight exertions ; the appetite was bad, and the body weak 
and emaciated. ‘The patient had submitted to various plans of 
treatment, suggested by different professional advisers, and, 

from January 1821, had been subjected to the dorsal horizontal 
position and the successive application of blisters, which, with- 
out producing any benefit or checking the progress of the com- 
plaint, had ulcerated the skin so extensively, and produced such 
large crops of phlyzacious pustules, that, on my first visitin May, 
1 declined the case, until the eruptions had ceased, and the ul- 
cers had healed. 

On the 22d of September, 1821, the treatment commenced. 
The patient was laid on two pillows in the facial horizontal po- 
sition; the pillows were separated at a little distance, opposite 
to the projecting vertebre ; the body was then extended, and 
the spinous processes gently pressed inwards ; a compress, pad, 
and shield, were then applied over the projecting vertebrae, and 
retained there by a long bandage. Her mother was enjoined to 
confine her to the position above mentioned. In the night, how- 
ever, she turned on her back, anda crust of bread having been 
accidentally insinuated between the compress and the most pro- 
jecting point of the vertebra, considerable pain was produced ; 
and, when the apparatus was removed on the 24th, it was disco- 
vered that its pressure had occasioned a small slough, and so 
much ulceration, that the spinous process of the fourth lumbar 
vertebra actually pierced through the skin, where the cicatrix is 
still visible. The apparatus was discontinued, and, as experi- 
ence had taught us how diflicult it was to induce her ulcerations 
to heal under the use of ordinary dressings, it was determined to 
leave the healing process to nature. The patient was rigidly 
confined to the facial horizontal position, and a guard was placed 
over her back, to prevent the bed-clothes, or any thing else, 
from touching the wounded part. By this contrivance and plan, 
the formation of successive crusts or scabs was promoted, under 
which the small slough kindly separated, granulation and cica- 
trization gradually advanced, and the new skin or cicatrix be- 
came firm in about three months. Extension of the vertebra 
was frequently employed during the healing process ; and the 
constitution was improved by gentle alteratives, and a laxative 
of neutral salts and carbonate of soda exhibited every morning. 

On December 20th, the cicatrix was quite firm, and it was 
evident the projection of the vertebra had diminished. The 
extension, pressure, and use of the apparatus were resumed ; 
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but the pressure was chiefly made on the transverse processes 
of the lumbar vertebre, and on the spinous processes above the 
wound, by which the danger of reproducing ulceration of the 
cicatrix was avoided. Inthe mean time, the child’s health had 
much improved ; her sleep had become placid and continued ; 
her pains had greatly diminished, and recurred less frequently ; 
and she was regaining flseh and strength. The apparatus was 
taken off and re-applied three times a-week, when extension 
and pressure were also employed as long as the patient could 
bear them without considerable pain. In March, her mother 
informed me that my patient could no longer be voluntarily 
confined to bed, and, maugre the fear of punishment, availed 
herself of many opportunities of walking about, when the family 
duties of the mother required her absence from home : indeed, 
on my visit on March 27th, she was playing ina cart. On exa- 
mining her attitudes, it was found she could firmly stand up- 
right, and perform the different motions of the body, without 
pain or difficulty ; and, instead of stooping or inclining forwards, 
she rather leaned backwards, indicating that the axis of the ver- 
tebr is now posterior to the natural centre of gravity of the 
body, instead of being anterior, as was the case when the treat- 
ment commenced. She was therefore permitted to exercise as 
much as she desired, but enjoined to observe the facial horizon- 
tal position when in bed, and to continue the use of the appa- 
ratus. The spinous process of the fourth lumbar vertebra still 
projected one quarter of an inch beyond the spinous process of 
the fifth: this has gradually diminished ; and, on being examined 
on August 31st, she was in the full enjoyment of health, of erect 
position, of muscular power, of all the movements of the bo- 
dy, and, instead of any projection, the lower dorsal and lum- 
bar vertebre had regained their natural inflection or bend in- 
wards. ‘The spinous process of the fourth lumbar vertebra is 
still a little larger than natural. During the treatment, the in- 
ward bend of the right foot, and the contraction of the hamstrings 
were removed. 


CASE Il. 


Mary Howell, zt. five years six months, one of five children, 
born of healthy parents, neither of whom had been affected with 
scrofula, residing at No. 1, Hector-place, Crawford street, has 
light hair and eyes, and a delicate white skin. The distortion 
had been observed five menths, when admitted a patient at the 
Mary-le-bone station of the Royal Metropolitan Infirmary, on 
August 9th, 1821. The projection had been gradually formed: 
two spinous processes had been first observed to protrude out- 
wards ; and, as the projection of these increased, they appeared 
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to bear out the six spinous processes of the vertebrae immedi- 
ately above them. At present the projection comprehends four 
lower dorsal. and the four upper lumbar vertebrae. The spi- 
nous process of the fourth lumbar vertebra forms the greatest 
point of projection, and protrudes from its proper situation about 
five-eighths of an inch beyond the spinous process of the fifth. 
From the spinous process of the eighth dorsal vertebra, which is 
in situ, the projection beyond the spinal line of the spinous pro- 
cesses of each vertebra below it, gradually increases, till it ar- 
rives at the angular poiat formed by the extremity of the spinoys 
process of the fourth lumbar vertebra. Between the spinous 
processes of the fourth and fifth lumbar vertebra, there is a space 
as in the last case, in which a finger may be laid. The trans- 
verse processes of the third and fourth lumbar vertebre can be 
distinctly felt to project on each side of the spinous processes, 
and together they form an arc from side to side, as described in 
the last case. The muscular powers gradually diminished, more 
especially those of the back and of the lower extremities ; she 
became weak, and soon tired; she could not walk much without 
sitting or lying down, as if exhausted ; she frequently waddled, 
crossed her legs, and fell down; the back is painful, and the 
pain has sometimes prevented sleep; on all occasions, when 
taking exercise, she attempts to lean on every thing that comes 
in her route, and frequently supports herself by stooping for- 
wards, and placing her hands above her knees. The appetite 
is tolerable, but the bowels are not regular. An alterative pill 
was ordered every night, and a gentle aperient every morning. 
Extension of the body, and pressure on the projecting verte- 
bre, were employed ; a compress, pad, and shield, were ap- 
plied over the projection, and retained by a long, broad ban- 
dage, rolled round the body. The patient was confined to the 
facial horizontal position, and the apparatus was taken off and 
re-applied three times a week, after the usual extension and 
pressure had been employed. The patient was very irritable 
and obstinate, and generally resisted the regular manipulations 
as much as she could; she also, ina very short time, effectually 
overcame all her mother’s attempts to induce her to take any 
medicine. Nevertheless, by a continuance of the means men- 
tioned in the most effective manner, such a case would allow us 
to use them, the patient, in three months, recovered the power 
of walking and running in the erect attitude, without fatigue or 
stooping. The apparatus was, however, continued, and the 
mother was directed to keep her alternately in the facial and 
dorsal horizontal positions, when she was-not engaged in exer- 
cise. During her confinement to bed, she regained appetite, 
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strength, and flesh. The projection was not entirely removed. 
In October she began to complain of occasional, and sometimes 
severe, pains in her right knee, more particularly at night; yet 
no alteration in the appearance of the knee was observable, now 
or at any succeeding period of the disease. At this period, a 
suspicion of incipient diseased hip-joint was awakened, but no 
appearance or sensation about the joint rendered it manifest.— 
At my visit on November 20th, the characteristic symptoms of 
morbus coxaris became displayed ; the extremity was elongated 
- and emaciated ; the nates were flattened ; and the natural fold 
of the integuments at the edge of the glutei muscles was lower 
on the thigh than on the other extremity. ‘There were tender- 
ness and some pain on pressure behind the trochanter major.— 
The tic douloureux-like pains of the knee occasioned agonizing 
screams, and sleepless nights; still the patient could not be in- 
duced to take any medicine. Leeches were, at successive pe- 
riods, applied around the hip-joint. but without preventing sup- 
puration. 

Every experienced surgeon must have remarked, that, in the 
ordinary recumbent posture in bed, the thigh affected is drawn 
forwards or upwards in the early stage of the disease ; and when, 
and after, suppuration has taken place, the thigh becomes shor- 
tened, and the flexor muscles of the thigh contract so powerfully 
as to draw the thigh towards the abdomen. From this contrac- 
tion of the flexor muscles becoming permanent, or from being 
accompanied with dislocation of the head of the os femoris, | 
have seen some instances of permanent lameness arising from 
the inability to place the thigh in a line perpendicular to the 
axis of the body ; and many persons lame from this cause may 
be seen walking in our streets. To counteract this cause of 
lameness, arising out of the disposition to permanent contrac- 
tion of the flexor muscles of the thigh, and to dislocation of the 
head of the thigh-bone, | determined still to retain my patient 
in the facial horizontal position, and to keep the extremity ex- 
tended as much as possible in that posture—that is, with the 
patella pressing on the bed by the weight of the extremity, and 
a gently extending power applied to the ankle. By this position 
the flexor muscles of the thigh situated within the pelvis and ab- 
domen, now in a state of unnatural contraction, would be more 
particularly put on the stretch, and, from their insertion in the 
transverse processes of the twelfth dorsal, and all the lumbar 
vertebre, would necessarily draw those vertebra inwards, and 
strongly promote the cure of their remaining projection, or cur- 
vature outwards. Indeed. one instance has fallen under my ob- 
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servation of an incurvation of the lumbar vertebre from the 
permanent contraction of these muscles. 

By degrees the exterior parts around the thigh joint enlarged, 
the skin became shining, the thigh shortened, and a fluctuation 
was perceptible. On the 2d of February the abscess opened, 
behind and below the trochanter major, and discharged a large 
quantity of scrofulous pus, thin and intermixed with cheesy or 
curd-like substances. On April 15, the abscess formed another 
opening below the trochanter minor, from which, in the position 
she lay, the pus obtained a more ready outlet. No application - 
was used but the ordinary cataplasm, and no medicine could be 
given. No symptom of hectic fever supervened ; and although 
she became much emaciated, yet her appetite was fortunately 
good, and her bowels regular. ‘The swelling and discharge di- 
minished slowly. ‘The case was proceeding more favourably 
than was expected, the result being still doubtful, when she was 
assailed, on the 18th June, by the eruptive fever of variola, fol- 
lowed by a very numerous crop of pustules all over the body : 
her mother contrived to make her take some febrifuge aperient 
medicines during the disease, and she was smartly purged after 
the stages of the “disease had been passed through. During the 
period of small pox, the discharge from the abscesses around the 
hip-joint rapidly diminished, and, in three weeks from the ter- 
mimation of small-pox, they had quite healed and ceased to dis- 
charge. On being allowed to exercise, she was soon enabled to 

walk with her right extremity perpendicular to the axis of the 
body, without the slightest lameness. During her confinement, 
the vertebra had regained their natural position, or, rather, the 
axis of the body was thrown a little backwards. 

August 31.—On examining her to-day, for the purpose of 
publication, it was found that the use of the right hip-joint and 
extremity were as perfect as those of the left ; that the body 
possessed the erect attitude, and all its locomotive powers ; and 
that the spine had acquired the natural inflection of the lower 
dorsal and lumbar vertebra, instead of the outward distortion. 
The points of the spinous processes of the third and fourth lum- 
bar vertebre remain a little enlarged, as in the last case, and 
require a little more of the action of the absorbents. 

In this case it would seem as if the eruption of small pox act- 
ed, as it were, by metastasis, in transferring the secretion of pus 
from around the hip-joint to the skin; or the salutary mode of 
action may have been by counter-irritation ; for, from the peri- 
od of small-pox eruption, the recovery from ‘morbus coxaris was 
strikingly rapid. The probability of the facial horizontal posi- 
tion, with extension, having counteracted the contraction of the 
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sox and iliaci muscles, and prevented the chance of a disloca- 
tion of the head of the femur, which sometimes ensues, may be 
worthy of notice, if not of imitation ; and it is trusted some ca- 
ses now under treatment will have a similar result. 


CASE Ill. 


Harriet Pittam, xt. five, No. 19, Wimpole Mews, on May 
i6th, 1822, was admitted a patient of the Mary-le-bone station 
of the Royal Metropolitan Infirmary. She is one of two chil- 
dren, both of whom are affected with spinal distortion ; the 
mother is healthy, the father is of a scrofulous constitution.— 
Harriet’s eyes, hair, and countenance, are dark ; she looks live- 
ly, and is tolerably stout. Her upper lip had been thick and 
chapped, and so far a scrofulous diathesis was indicated. In 
June, 1821, she began to be affected with pains of her right knee, 
resembling those of tic douloureux, that were most severe dur- 
ing the night, and deprived her of sleep when they occurred. 
In August, a projection of the lumbar portion of the spinal col- 
umn was first observed : from this period, the body ‘could not 
assume the perfectly erect attitude, but bent forward, and she 
could not stand a minute without supporting herself by placing 
her hands on her knees. In February of this year, a swelling 
of the groin and upper part of the left thigh, attended with pain, 
was noticed, which gradually extended to the whole extremity, 
without producing any abatement of the occasional and violent 
pain of the knee. The child had been an out-patient of West- 
minster Hospital. At this period, (May 16th,) there is great 
swelling of the upper part of the thigh, irregular, and in appear- 
ance like swelled glands, extending to the labium pudendi and 
above Poupart’s ligament on the same side. The whole left 
extremity is as large again as the other ; the integuments about 
the groin and upper part of the thigh are red and inflamed, and 
much pain is excited by pressing either immediately above or 
below Poupart’s ligament. ‘There is no fever. ‘The bowels 
are disposed to constipation, and her nights are restless. 

There is an angular projection of the spine. The point of 
greatest projection is the inferior part of the spinous process of 
the third lumbar vertebra, and, in the erect attitude, this spinous 
process projects five-eighths of an inch beyond the spinal line ; 
leaves a space between it and the upper part of the spinous pro- 
cess of the fourth lumbar vertebra in situ, and, as it were, forces 
out with it the eight spinous processes above, so that the whole 
form a gradually projecting line of an acute angle. This ap- 
pearance of the spinous processes is, for the most part, relative ; 
for, although they are borne out. or raised up, by the enlarge- 
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ment and protrusion of the processes of the second and third 
lumbar vertebra, and are proportionately removed from the 
proper axis of the spinal column, yet the spinous processes of 
the five lower dorsal and first upper lumbar vertebre are in situ, 
as far as they are respectively related to those immediately in 
contact with them ; for there is no unnatural space left between 
their spinous processes, as there is between those of the third 
and fourth lumbar vertebra and the two above them. 

To take off all superincumbent weight from the spinal col- 
umn, and to enable the pus of the psoas abscess to take a de- 
pending position, the patient was permanently confined to the 
facial horizontal position ; an explanation of the propriety and 
advantages of which position, in excurvations of the spine and 
angular projections outwards, will be attempted, when the sub- 
ject of proper position in spinous distortions comes to be dis- 
cussed. 

To correct the strumous habit, to obviate constipation, and to 
promote absorption of pus, an alterative was directed to be ta- 
ken every night, anda gentle aperient every morning. The 
applications to the back were the same as in the preceding ca- 
ses. 

May 21.—The back is easy, the bowels are regular, the ap- 
petite is good, she sleeps well; but the groin is still red, in- 
flamed, and painful.—App!. Hirud. iv. et cont. med. 

23.—Two leeches were repeated ; and from this period the 
swelling and inflammation of the leg and thigh gradually abated. 
—Cont. med. 

June 6th.—The patient has been considerably better on the 
whole, although the pains of the knee have on some nights pre- 
vented sleep ; the bowels have been regular, and the appetite 
good ; the groin is still painful, and the integuments are slightly 
tnflamed ; the projection of the spine diminishes.—Rep. Hirud. 
lj. et cont. med. 

18.—The swelling and inflammation of the extremity dimin- 
ish ; the fluctuation of pus on the inside of the thigh is felt with 
more distinctness ; the bowels are regular; the tic douloureux- 
like pain of the knee has been so severe that the child has been 
obliged to scream in the night for hours together, and was only 
relieved by her mother binding towels tight round the knee, and 
administering six drops of laudanum. ‘The friction of an opiate 
ointment, and the firm application of a bandage to the knee af- 
terwards, had not the desired eflect of preventing the recurrence 
ofthis pain. One grain and a quarter of pulv. ipecac. co., giv- 
enevery night at bed-time, succeeded in keeping this dreadful 
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visiter aloof, and the nights again became devoted to ease and 
sleep. 

On the 29th, the greatest projection of the spinous process of 
the fourth lumbar vertebra was only a little more than one-eighth 
ofaninch. The alterative, the aperient, and anodyne, with 
the mechanical parts of the treatment, were persevered in; and, 
from the diminution of the swelling of the extremity, and of the 
size of the psoas abscess and its parietes,—from the animal and 
vital functions being well performed,—and from the expression 
of health and amendment observed in the countenance, flatter- 
ing, but transitory, prospects of ultimate success animated our 
efforts, while the minds of her parents were cheered with hope. 

During the night of July 2d, she was seized with severe pain 
of the stomach and head, which were followed by copious vom- 
iting: the vomiting became incessant, and every thing swallow- 
ed was directly rejected ; head-ach continued ; fever was indu- 
ced, with a quick pulse and hot skin; the bowels had acted free- 
ly. Itwas necessarily apprehended that no fluid medicine would 
be retained in the stomach, and she was ordered a combination 
of calomel, p. jalapw, and pulv. antimon. in pills, with cold ap- 
plications to the head. ‘The regimen consisted in frequently ad- 
ministering a table-spoonful, only, of toast and water or tea ;_ by 
a strict adherence to which the irritability of the stomach was 
appeased, and the power of retention restored.* 

July 3.—The bowels have been freely evacuated, but the 
head-ach has greatly increased, and is diffused all over it ; she 
has screamed much, and is commonly insensible ; blood was 
drawn from the head, the hair was cut off, and evaporating lo- 
tions were applied to the head, which quickly restored her sen- 
ses ; and the same medicines were persevered in. 

4th.—In the morning, all the symptoms were considerably re- 
lieved ; but in the afternoon they returned with more violence, 
and Dr. Macleod was so kind as to visit the patient, and direct- 
ed a free abstraction of blood from the head, and the use of cal- 
omel and antimony. In the evening she was relieved ; but the 
bowels had not acted, and a purgative of salts and senna was 
exhibited, which operated most copiously. 

6th.—Strabismus is induced ; the left eye is drawn inwards ; 
the pupils are greatly dilated, and are insensible to light ; the 
child lays in a state of stupor ; the hand is lifted to the head ; 
the pulse is quick ; the skin is pale, and its temperature is not 





* The rationale of appeasing irritability of the stomach by this regimen is 
explained in a Practical Treatise on Tropical Dysentery, by the author of 
this paper. 
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increased. These have been considered obvious symptoms of 
effusion in the brain, but in this case proved not to be so.— 
Blisters were ordered behind the ears, and the head rubbed with 
the Ung. Hydr. fort. Dr. Macleod prescribed Tr. Digitalis ; 
but no remedy produced permanent advantage, and she expired 
on the 11th. 

Necrotomy was performed in the presence of Dr. Macleod, 
Dr. R. Harrison, &c. We sawed through the posterior bony 
covering of the spinal canal, and raised the posterior parts of the 
vertebra. The medulla spinalis, on minute investigation, ap- 
peared perfectly healthy ; the anterior portion of the spinal ca- 
nal preserved its integrity, and no unevenness was there observ- 
able from displacement of bone, thickening or relaxation of liga- 
ment, or from any cause ;. but the posterior portion of the spinal 
canal was enlarged, as will be soon explained. ‘The spinous 
and transverse processes of the first, second, and third lumbar 
vertebre are preternaturally enlarged, and appear to be the 
principal cause of the spinous projection ; or, in fact, this morbid 
enlargement constitutes, in a very great degree, the projection 
itself. It is strikingly remarkable that the transverse processes 
of the third lumbar vertebra on each side overlap posteriorly the 
transverse processes ofthe fourth, by which the spinous process 
of the third lumbar vertebra is thrown back, and forms the great- 
est projecting or angular point ; and by which, also, the superior 
oblique process of the fourth lumbar v ‘ertebra reaches so high on 
the upper part of the transverse process as to be within one line 
of the inferior oblique process of the second lumbar vertebra ; 
whilst the distance of the superior oblique process of the third 
is four lines from the inferior oblique process of the first lumbar 
vertebra. The consequence of this derangement of structure 
on the posterior part of the spinal conduit, is that the dimensions 
of the canal are enlarged posteriorly, where the transverse and 
spinous processes of the second and third lumbar vertebre pro- 
trude backwards, so as to form an irregular excavation extending 
nearly one-fourth of an inch beyond the natural circumference 
of the canal. 

It has been denied by a late writer, that any curvature of the 
spine is caused by an undue growth of the bony parts of the ver- 
tebra, and the fact established by this dissection is somewhat 
new ; but it will not be difficult hereafter to explain the mode in 
which an undue growth, and consequent enlargement, of some 
of the bodies and processes of the vertebra can remove the spi- 
nal column from its proper axis, and produce every species of 
distortion and curvature. 

On examining the abdomen and thorax, we found all the con- 
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tained viscera in a healthy state ; and, on dissecting out the bo- 
dies of the vertebra, we could not detect any relaxation of liga- 
ments, or any disease of the bone or intervertebral cartilages : 
neither was there any “ luxation or sub-luxation” evident. We 
opened the psoas abscess over the psow muscles, when a pint or 
more of matter flowed out, that did not present the characteris- 
tic appearance of scrofulous pus; and, on passing the hands 
from the loin under Poupart’s ligament to the termination of the 
parietes of the abscess on the inside of the thigh, we found the 
matter had been contained in a thick membranous-like pouch, 
that had not pressed on nor affected the bodies of the lumbar 
vertebra. Parts of the brain displayed the usual marks of in- 
flammation. ‘There was increased vascularity of the arachnoid 
membrane, and some effusion of fluid between this tunic and the 
pia mater. About the fissura magna sylvii, on the left side, 
patches of coagulable lymph had created an adhesion between 
the tunica arachnoides and pia mater. ‘The ventricles could 
not, with strict precision, be said to contain a quantity of serous 
fluid, more than is met with in ordinary cases, where the brain 
is dissected ; but the sides of the left ventricle were united 
by bands of coagulable lymph. From these appearances, it 
was concluded that the patient had died from inflammation of the 
brain, and not from effusion, as had been suspected from the 
symptoms. 


[To be continued. } 
37 Bedford street, Covent Garden ; 
September 3d, 1822. 





II. 
On Hooping Cough. By Joun Wenster, m. pv. Licentiate of 
the Royal College of Physicians of London, Physician to the 
Royal Infirmary for Sick Children, &c. &c. 


(From the London Medical and Physical Journal.) 


Of the diseases common to children, none are so frequent, and 
few so troublesome, as hooping-cough : indeed, such is the na- 
ture of this complaint, that parents look forward to its affecting 
their offspring with much anxiety, and théy are not easy on ac- 
count of their children till it is over ; so much so, that it may be 
said to form an era in the life of the individual, from which many 
other diseases and affections, that afterwards occur, are dated, 
nay, are sometimes even said to arise. 

On a complaint so common, and which every mother almost 
thinks herself fully qualified to treat, it may perhaps be asked if 
[ have any thing new to communicate, to make it the subject of 
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a paper’ my only object, then, in this communication, is to re- 
commend the trial of a method of cure, which has been lately 
very extensively employed, under my direction, in a great num- 
ber of cases of pertussis I have had an opportunity of treating at 
the institution to which I have the honour to belong ; and, as the 
marked success which has attended the practice usually pur- 
sued, induces me to think it really beneficial, | am the more anx- 
ious to lay it before my professional brethren, through the me- 
dium of this Journal. It will be very gratifying to learn the re- 
sult of the experience and observations of those who may be led 
to give it a trial; and, should their experience coincide with my 
own, one step will be made towards the alleviation of a very 
frequent source of anxiety to parents, and of affliction to the 
most interesting part of the community. Having this in view, 
will, | am sure, be deemed a sufficient reason for submitting to 
the public the few imperfect hints contained in this paper ; for 
| am more anxious to communicate what appears to me one use- 
ful practical fact, than to compose a regular treatise on this so 
well known, and already over-written, subject. 

Like the history of many other diseases, that of hooping-cough 
is enveloped in great obscurity, and it is not yet clearly ascer- 
tained whether the ancients were acquainted with it or not.— 
The researches which Sprengel has made on this subject tend to 
show that the disease was first observed by medical writers in 
France, in the year 1414; since then it has, at various periods, 
been occasionally epidemic in every part of Europe. In this 
country it now almost constantly prevails, but is most common 
in spring and autumn. 

When we meet with a child in a violent fit of hooping-cough, 
the first thing which attracts our attention, is the peculiar sound 
produced during inspiration, the violence of the cough, and the 
difficulty of breathing ~ so peculiar, indeed, is this sound, that, 
once heard, it can never be mistaken; and no other symptom is 
necessary to be present to constitute the disease. Although this 
peculiar sound forms the principal (in the vulgar eye the only,) 
symptom of the disease, pertussis does sometimes occur without 
the hoop being at all observed. In these cases, the cough is 
quite different from any other; and, if I may so express it, the 
sound appears as if it came from some wooden instrument, hav- 
ing a kind of shrillness only to be known by actual observ ation. 
Looking at the symptoms now mentioned, a person will natural- 
ly conclude that the disease exists principally, if not wholly, in 
the organs of respiration ; and, of course, that all our efforts are 
to be directed towards the removal of the affection which is 
thought to exist in these parts. On a nearer examination of the 
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infant labouring under this complaint, we, however, find that the 
pectoral symptoms are not the only ones that are present, but 
are preceded or accompanied by pain of the head, and fulness 
and redness about the temples and eyes ; and that these symp- 
toms occasionally give more inconvenience to the child than the 
cough and difficulty of breathing, which, to a by-stander, appear 
to constitute the chief part of the disease. ‘To be convinced 
that this affection of the head is often very severe, we need only 
observe the blood-shot and inflamed eyes after a fit, and the se- 
vere pain which is almost constantly felt in that organ during and 
after it ; the great and decided relief which epistaxis always 
produces in this disease ; and, lastly, the fact that hydrocepha- 
lus does sometimes occur as a sequela to this complaint. 

That this affection of the head does more frequently occur than 
is generally imagined, a number of cases I have lately met with 
fully convince me to be the fact ; and Ihave no doubt, if children 
could express their previous feelings and symptoms more accu- 
rately than they generally do, we should find this to beso. A 
case which lately came under the observation of my very inge- 
nious and diligent friend, Mr. Webster, of Dulwich, and which 
he communicated to me, throws much light on the point now in 
question : it was that of a young woman, a servant in a family 
where hooping-cough was then prevalent, who also became af- 
fected with the disease, not having had it before ; but, previous 
to the cough and hooping manifesting themselves, and before 
the disease was suspected to be coming on, she complained, for 
a few days, of great pain and fulness of the head, accompanied 
with stupor and giddiness. So troublesome and severe were 
these symptoms, that she was obliged to remain in bed for two 
days, being unable to move about ; and, to use her own ex- 
pression, “‘ she staggered about the house like one drunk.”’ 
Many corroborating cases of my own might be adduced, but it 
appears to me to be superfluous to do so. 

As hooping-cough is not now so fatal a disease as formerly, 
not many opportunities offer themselves to enable medical men 
to examine into and find out the nature or actual seat of the 
complaint ; consequently, on this point, much obscurity pre- 
vails, and many opposite and conflicting opinions are enter- 
tained. I believe, however, that, although most men think the 
primary seat of the disease to be in the organs of respiration, 
scarcely any morbid change has been found in them ; at least, 
sufficient to prove that the complaint actually began in these 
organs : and, where disease has been found, might it not have 
been secondary, and not primary ? A great deal has been said 
about spasm of the air-cells, &c.; but, as | do not exactly 
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comprehend these ideas, and as it serves little purpose to enter 
further into these and the like speculations, | shall leave them 
to those who may think they merit attention, or who may better 
understand what this spasm of the air-cells means. 

Considerable difference of opinion exists as to the contagious 
or infectious nature of hooping-cough: some physicians think 
that it is so; others, that it is only an epidemic disease. On 
this point, much discussion-has taken place, particularly in 
Germany, and many names of high reputation are ranked on 
each side of the question ; but, it ‘not being my intention now 
to give a complete treatise on pertussis, | do not think it neces- 

sary further to investigate this fact. At present, I will only 
remark, that, as far as my own experience goes, | am very 
much disposed to view this disease in the same light as that of 
common fever,—namely, that its propagation depends on a 
particular state of the atmosphere, and of the constitution of 
the individual atiected ; and not upon contagion, according to 
the vulgar meaning of the expression. The circumstance of 
hooping- -cough being very much benefitted by a change of air, 
which, with some, particularly in Scotland, is thought to be the 
best and only cure, tends much to strengthen this opinion ; as 
also the well-known fact that many children become affected, 

without ever having had any communication whatever with any 
children under the disease. At some future period, | may, per- 
haps, aitempt to elucidate this point. 

Having lately paid a good deal of attention to hooping-cough, 
and having observed the great influence this affection of the 
head has upon the disease, | have been thereby led to entertain 
the opinion that the actual seat of the complaint may be in the 
head, and that the affection of the respiratory organs is only to 
be considered as a secondary eflect, or as an effort of nature to 
relieve herself by expanding the lungs to an unusual degree, 
thereby allowing a greater quantity of blood to flow into them, 
which may in some degree diminish the fulness and congestion 
now spoken of. This is a very mechanical theory, but it ap- 
pears to me not altogether inconsistent, and is somewhat plausi- 
ble. To the opinion that the seat of hooping cough is in the 
head, I have been led from being informed, by my very intelli- 
gent and experienc ed friend. Mr. W ardrop, that he had found, 
on examining the head of an infant who died of pertussis, very 
evident marks of congestion and inflammation of the brain and 
its membranes ; and that he thought blood-letting and leeches 
would have been very useful in this case. Some fatal examples 
of the same kind, which I have had an opportunity myself of ex- 
amining, in which there were both signs of previous inflamma- 
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tion and congestion, and one with more water than usual in the 
ventricles,—also the circumstance that, generally, no marks of 
disease are found in the lungs,—strengthen this opinion. Be- 
sides, every one must often have observed the great relief epist- 
axis gives in this complaint ; and every body also knows, where 
the child bleeds profusely at the nose, the disease is generally 
more mild than otherwise ; for this is nothing more than, as di- 
arrheea is in the beginning of fever, an effort of nature to cure 
the disease. Further, if any reasoning can be allowed from the 
success of particular treatment, certainly the result of the plan | 
have lately pursued, and which is nothing more than simply do- 
ing by art that which nature occasionally does of herself, con- 
firms me in the opinion I have lately taken up, and have endeav- 
oured to point out and to elucidate. However, as I may be 
mistaken, and as | should wish to have more experience and 
morbid examinations, either of my own or of others, before bold- 
ly asserting as a fact what I now suspect to be the case, I shall 
pass on to detail the treatment | employ, which, whatever may 
be the pathology of hooping-cough, certainly has, in my hands, 
been most successful : it is simply to follow the dictates of na- 
ture, by relieving this congestion in the head that has been already 
shown to exist ; whether primary or secondary, it remains for 
future experience and investigation fully to establish. 

The best way to carry this object into effect, is to apply, as 
will be naturally concluded, leeches to the forehead and behind 
the ears ; for there the blood being drawn from parts supplied 
by the ramifications of the supraorbital arteries, and of those of 
the internal ear, the blood is drawn more directly from the head 
than it would be were the leeches applied to the temples. This 
observation will be found fully exemplified in cases of common 
fever with a determination of blood to the head, where leeches 
applied to the forehead do often a great deal more good than 
when applied to any other part. 

Upon the same principie, the jugular vein may be opened 
with much advantage. I have not myself had recourse to it in 
any case, because | have always got enough blood in the way 
already mentioned : besides, as the children of the poor are very 
likely to be neglected, | would not wish to trust to the parents, 
least they should, from carelessness, allow the bandages to slip 
off, and much blood might thereby be unnecessarily lost. How- 
ever, | have no doubt but that it ‘would be very useful ; and, in 
private or hospital practice, | would have recourse to it in ob- 
stinate cases. 

General blood-letting is also very beneficial ; and, if we look 
into some of the older, as also the modern, writers, we shall find 
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it very much recommended, particularly if the patient be of a 
full inflammatory habit of body, although the theory which led 
to its employment be different from the one here advanced. It 
is aremedy which may be had recourse to with advaiutage, es- 
pecially where the patient is plethoric or affected with any gen- 
eral febrile action ; the leeches being also employed for the re- 
moval of the head-ach and other symptoms. 

In addition to the evacuation of blood by applying leeches to 
the forehead, | keep the bowels open, by moderate and frequent 
doses of calomel and rhubarb, or calomel and ipecacuanha, and 
give squill and antimonial mixtures for the cough ; but these 
remedies are of secondary importance, and only used as occasion 
requires : the leeches are what | principally, and often entirely, 
depend on. 

’ As cases sometimes occur where, from the long continuance 
of the disease, and the consequent exhausted state of the little 
patient, any loss of blood would not be advisable or prudent, I 
then substitute blisters behind the ears and to the nape of the 
neck, and give digitalis : this medicine, besides its peculiar ac- 
tion on the heart and arteries, has also a local effect (if 1 may so 
express it,) in diminishing the determination of blood to the 
head ; and I am inclined to think so, as well from the opinion of 
the celebrated Professor Borda, of Pavia, as from having ob- 
served its great eflicacy in the cure of diseases in adults accom- 
panied with a disposition to fulness of blood in the head ; it 
may, therefore, be used in those cases of hooping-cough where 
any loss of blood is not thought prudent. 

The success I have met with in the treatment of pertussis 
may, perhaps, not be altogether credited ; but | would only re- 
quest practitioners to make trial of the method of cure now re- 
commended, to see its efficacy. I have been often very much 
gratified, nay, even surprised, at the great. and often immediate, 
relief which the application alone of a few leeches to the fore- 
head has produced. I have frequently met with children affect- 
ed with this malady for four or five weeks, come back a few 
days after the leeches were employed, and their parents tell me 
that the hooping ceased soon after the blood had been evacua- 
ted, and that they now only had a little cough ; which also gen- 
erally yielded, in a few days more, to the use of purgatives and 
saline and antimonial medicines, or to a second application of 
the leeches. 

Here it may not be uninteresting to observe, that many medi- 
cal men are of opinion that pertussis, like many other contagious 
diseases, must run through a certain course ; and, consequently, 
that little can be done either to check its progress or to cut it 
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short altogether ; and all that we can hope to accomplish is to 
be able to moderate its violence. The opinion that little can 
be done in this disease, 1 am very much disposed to hold not 
only as highly detrimental to the patient, and a complete bar to 
farther mmprovement in medical science, but as erroneous, al- 
though supported by the great authority of Sydenham, Werlhof, 
Hufeland, &c. My own experience has fully convinced me 
that this disease may be cured at any period of its course ; and 
that it is only our ineffectual practice, not the disposition of the 
malady to go through certain stages, which prevents its being 
more frequently cured than it generally is. In this, as in every 
other complaint, no pre-conceived opinions as to its incurable 
nature, or its disposition to run a certain course, ought to infiu- 
ence or to paralyze our exertions : it is quite unscientific for a 
medical man to be thus influenced, and is besides unfeeling, and 
throws discredit on medicine to allow that nothing can be done. 

At the Infirmary for Sick Children, [have employed the treat- 
ment now recommended, during the last eight months, in one 
hundred and eleven cases, independent of many others which | 
have otherwise had an opportunity of seeing ; and | can, with- 
out any exaggeration, assert that the application of leeches to 
the forehead has been followed by almost immediate and very 
marked success ; and | would advise their employment to others, 
trusting that the practice will be as useful in their hands as it 
has beenin mine. So common is it with me to have recourse to 
this remedy, that the mothers, when they bring their children to 
the institution, have more than once asked me if they should 
apply leeches or not ? and I have met with several instances 
where the parent told me that she would keep the leeches by 
her, ready to use, should the little patient again have a relapse, 
so convinced was she of their utility. 

To enter into a detail of cases successfully treated in the man- 
ner now mentioned, I conceive to be totally unnecessary ; it 
would only swell this paper to a tiresome length. The partic- 
ular effect of treatment, or the general observations they suggest, 
are all that is wanted : the more so, as every man can easily, 
by his own experience, investigate the truth of what I have ad- 
vanced, by a reference to the cases which may come under his 
own observation. 

To conclude :—it affords me much satisfaction to be able to 
add, that my friend, Mr. Webster, of Dulwich, whose assiduity 
in the pursuit of knowledge and attention to the study of his 
profession is worthy of praise, has been induced, from observing 
the success of this treatment at the Infirmary for Sick Children, 
to give it a trial in his practice ; and he informs me that be has 
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done so, in eleven cases, with very decided benefit. In some, 
the disease was cut short in a week or ten days, which otherwise, 
in every appearance, would have continued for a month or two. 
One family, in particular, where three children, of full plethoric 
habits of body, were severely atlected with hooping-cough, 
showed clearly the utility of this treatment. One of the child- 
ren, from twelve violent fits of a night, was, two days after the 
application of these leeches to the forehead, (taking at the same 
time a purgative mixture,) only five times affected ; the leeches 
were applied a second and a third time, when the boy had only 
one fit during the night: in a few days afterwards he was free 
from all complaint. The other two cases did equally well. 





MONTHLY SUMMARY 
OF PRACTICAL MEDICINE. 





I. ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY. 


Dr Cracise on the Detachment of the Dura Mater. 


Tue dura mater, the first and strongest membrane of the 
brain, may be considered as having a threefold use : Ist, that of 
an interior periosteum ; 2d, that ofa protecting membrane ; 3d, 
that of influencing the circulation, by its sustaining the large 
venous trunks. It performs the part of a periosteal covering to 
the internal table of the cranium, to which it is connected by 
numerous arteries and veins, with a degree of firmness which is 
in general considerable, but is liable to great variation. These 
vessels, by which it is indirectly connected with the pericranium, 
seem in some instances to be capable of a morbid action, in con- 
sequence of injuries of the exterior envelope. This sympathetic 
action, as it has been named, has been fully considered, and 
very much over-rated, by Mr. Pott, who has laboured to impress 
the profession with the notion that the dura mater is always in 
an inflamed and subsequently sloughing condition, when the 
pericranium has been severely injured. There is, however, no 
direct proof that this is a uniform result. That it has existed in 
some few instances, we are perfectly willing to admit ; but Iam 
satisfied, from many observations on this point, that it takes place 
much less frequently than has been supposed. I have seen the 
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pericranium detached for the space of two square inches, and a 
granulating process commence from the external table, but with- 
out the slightest proof of the dura mater being diseased. In the 
young subject it is by no means uncommon, when the pericra- 
nium is injured, to see the whole thickness of the cranium remo- 
ved at the spot by the ulcerative absorption, and the wound be- 
gin to show the pulsating motion of the brain, and expel purulent 
matter at every motion of respiration : yet this morbid action 
will gradually disappear, and leave no trace of any great or im- 
portant change in the dura mater having taken place. The ef- 
fects, in short, which injuries of the pericranium produce on the 
vascular system of the dura mater, are very much varied by the 
age, disposition, and habits, of the individual ; and, above all, by 
the treatment which is employed after the injury. 

I have said that the dura mater, in the healthy state, adheres 
very firmly to the internal cranial surface ; and it has been re- 
marked, by Dr. Baillie and others. that the firmness with which 
it adheres may sometimes be so great as to amount to disease. I 
regret that observation forbids me to assent to this opinion ; and 
I can see no reason why any degree of firmness with which it 
might adhere should be viewed as morbid. I am, on the con- 
trary, inclined to think that the most frequent and ordinary effect 
of disease is to make it adhere with less firmness than usual; and 
I have, in the course of morbid investigations, met with at least 
one decided instance in which this appearance was remarkably 
distinct. Aman, of about thirty-five years, who had received a 
slight blow on the head, began, some time after, to labour under 
pain of the whole syncipital region ; and, in the course of a few 
months, had complete amaurosis of botheyes. Remedial treat- 
ment was employed under eminent surgeons without much ben- 
efit ; and, in addition to his other maladies, he soon became 
epileptic. After suffering, in a hopeless manner, under his com- 
plaints for the space of six months, he fell into a comatose state, 
and died in a fewdays. Dr. Duncan, jun. and myself examined 
the body in the presence of some medical friends. On opening 
the head, we found that the internal table of the cranium did not 
adhere with the usual firmness to the dura mater, but instantly 
dropped off as soon as it was divided all round by the saw. The 
scull-cap, which was thus removed, was unusually thin through 
the greatest part of its extent ; and this thinness was obviously 
produced by the removal ofa part of the osseous structure of 
the internal table, by absorption perhaps. In some few points 
the original thickness of the cranium was left unchanged, so as to 
form the spicula of which pathographical writers have spoken 
in describing the appearances of the epileptic cranium. These 
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spicula, however, were not produced, as has been generally sup- 
posed, by an augmentation of the ossific action, but, as I have 
already hinted, by the removal by absorption of the bone of the 
contiguous parts. No blood-drops appeared, either on the ex- 
ternal surface of the dura mater, or on the internal surface of 
the cranium ; so that the usual arterial-connexions of those parts 
were no longer preseat. The lateral and inferior regions of the 
cranium presented the same appearances ; and the dura mater 
seemed to lie very loosely on all these parts of the basis of the 
cranium, to which it generally adheres with singular firmness.— 
Edinburgh Med. and Surg. Journal. 





Il. 
Mr. Bonnar ano Dr. Locas, on the state of the Pulse after 
profuse Hemorrhage. 


A very interesting instance of death by inanition from sponta- 
neous hemorrhage, which suggests some important reflections, 
has been recorded by Mr. Bonnar. Aman, aged 34, of a spare 
habit of body, lost, by epistaxis, about three pounds of blood. 
This took place about the end of August. ‘“ In about ten days 
afterwards, as soon as he had recovered his former strength, the 
bleeding recurred, and continued to do so at intervals till the 3d 
of October, when he died.’”? The quantity of blood which he 
lost was carefully measured by the attendants, and was calcula- 
ted to be upwards of thirty-five pounds. On examination after 
death, the heart and larger vessels were found nearly destitute 
of blood. ‘ On carefully removing the ethmoid bone by sawing 
on each side of it, and cutting away the external parts of the 
nose, so as to have a full view of its cavity, nothing particular 
could be observed. ‘There was no collection of coagulated 
blood ; but the mucous membrane seemed to be considerably 
more thickened than it usually is.”” This fact shows the cor- 
rectness of the observation of Lagennec respecting hemorrhage 
from the lungs, viz. that the bleeding does not generally arise 
from the erosion or rupture of a small vessel, but from the sur- 
face of the air-cells. Indeed haemorrhage from the nose and 
from the bronchial ramifications may naturally be expected to 
possess a similar character, when we consider the identity of 
surface, and the relation of function between the parts from 
which it is poured out. 

In the history of this case some facts of considerable import- 
ance must be noted, and they ought to be kept in recollection 
during the employment of large depletion. ‘ To the very last 
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the muscular strength of the patient remained tolerably good, 
Almost immediately before death he could raise himself in bed ; 
and had it not been for the oppressive and most painful sickness, 
he would have been capable of a very considerable degree of 
exertion, at a time when not many ounces of blood were circu- 
lating in his system.” “ After every one of the attacks, the 
pulse rose considerably in strength and frequency. The blood 
was, in each instance, very soon coagulated, but showed none 
of the buffy coat.” 

The rising of the pulse after excessive bleeding has been re- 
marked by many of the best informed pathologists ; but to the 
experienced observer this excessive action of the arterial system 
has a particular character, which he can more easily recognize 
than describe. It appears, in some measure, to arise from the 
vital action of the vessels upon their contents, and from the mode 
in which they accommodate their calibre to the quantity of blood 
circulating through them ; thus preserving (by this action,) while 
the nervous influence is not diminished by any other sedative 
influence, as in fever, &c., a continued supply of biood to sup- 
port or to excite the heart’s contraction. A knowledge of the 

henomena resulting from excessive losses of blood ought to 
teach us that an excited state of the arterial pulsation is by no 
means a proof of the necessity of depletory measures. 


In connexion with the above observations, the following passage 
from Dr. Lucas on the subject of the circulation will be read with 
peculiar interest, and ‘‘ although apparently physiological, it will ap- 
pear to those who reflect, more practical than any isolated dogma, or 
single therapeutical precept, because it conveys an important princi- 
ple from which much sound practice may be deduced.”’” Dr. Lucas 
conceives arterial action as partly referible to the mechanical prop- 
erty of the elastic tunic ofthe artery, and partly to the contractile 
power of its muscular fibres. 


“ To bring the elastic principle into action, for the support of 
the circulation, with all the effect of which it is capable, it is 
necessary that the arteries should be in a state of forced disten- 
tion, by which means a steady and permanent exertion of the 
elastic force will be kept up for the propulsion of the blood.— 
That such is actually the state of these vessels during life and 
health, is proved by their admeasurement, which is found to ex- 
ceed considerably that to which the elastic structure reduces 
them after death. It must, indeed, be evident, that unless more 
or less of forced distention of the vessels were present, the elas- 
tic force could not be called into action at all for the propulsion 
of the current. The existence, also, of such state, affords a 
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proportionate latitude for any fluctuation in the degree of tulness 
in the vessels, without'the entire loss of the support of this pow- 
erful principle. Hf, on the other hand, the fulness of the vessels 
should at any time fall below that mean state which the elastic 
structure has a constant tendency to recover, then it is evident 
that its force would be exerted in a contrary direction, tending 
to impede the current. Accordingly, we find, that under great 
losses of blood, the pulse assumes a peculiar jerk, bearing the 
semblance of strength, even where the most alarming weakness 
prevails ; the propulsion ofthe blood being then left altogether 
to the muscular power of the vessels, as far as they are concern- 
ed. Thus, under a certain degree of plethora of the arteries, by 
means of the elastic structure, asteady permanent force is brought 
to bear upon the circulation. Some idea of the amount of this 
force may be formed by the vehemence of the flow of blood from 
a wounded artery, when more pounds of blood. for instance, will 
issue from the inguinal or carotid artery in a few seconds, than 
would have circulated of ounces through the same vessel during 
an equal space of time. ‘This is only to be explained by the 
united pressure of the elastic force from all sides being directed 
to the point whence the pressure is removed, and obv iously could 
not take place were not the arteries in a state of forced disten- 
tion ; as, in fact, we find that it does not upon a similar opening 
being made into a vein.”’—Lon. Med. Repository. 





Il. SURGERY AND MIDWIFERY. 
Dr. Goocn on Uterine Hemorrhage. 


The subject of Uterine Hemorrhage has received some illus- 
tration from the observations of Dr. Goocn, published in the last 
volume of the Medico-Chirurgical Transactions. He has ob- 
served two circumstances, in which bleeding may occur to such 
an extent as to prove alarming, “ although the uterus feels con- 
tracted in the ordinary degree.”’ ‘The first of these depends on 
the constitution of the patient,—some persons having a peculiar 
proneness to fainting ; and, consequently, if an individual so sit- 
uated lose rather more blood than usual on the separation of the 
placenta, it may affect her as much as a more profuse loss of blood 
would another. Sometimes this liability to syncope does not 
depend upon constitutional tendency, but arises from an exhaust- 
ing labour ; in which cases it is attended with * nervous irnta- 
tion,” and requires opiates. ‘The second circumstance is where, 
after delivery, the uterus contracts so as to close the blood- 
vessels against the impetus of ordinary circulation ; but, the im- 
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petus being extraordinary, the contraction of the mouths of the 
arteries is overcome, and hemorrhage ensues. Dr. G. deliver- 
ed, of her second child, a lady, who for many hours before the 
accession of labour had been flushed, and whose pulse was very 
full and quick. ‘ Abstinence from meat, wine, and warm drinks, 
“a cool room, anda saline purgative, diminished, but did not re- 
move, this state of the circulation, which continued in a consid- 
erable degree when the child was born. It was expelled very 
gradually ; and, after the removal of the placenta, the uterus fell 
on the hypogastrium, and contracted in the ordinary degree : 
nevertheless, about twenty minutes afterwards, there came on 
one of the most frightful hemorrhages I ever witnessed. By the 
introduction of the hand, and the application of cold, however. 
it was speedily arrested.”? The lady became pregnant again, 
and the same circumstances recurred, the hemorrhage being 
even more violent and alarming. She became pregnant a third 
time, and precautionary measures were adopted : these con- 
sisted in avoiding fermented liquors,—taking meat only three 
times a-week,—keeping the bowels open by the occasional ex- 
hibition of senna and salts, and a scruple of nitre three times a 
day. This regimen was continued for two months before her 
confinement, yet the haemorrhage returned, although in a much 
less degree, and was easily checked. Having become pregnant 
once more, the same plan was adopted, with this addition, that 
twelve ounces of blood were taken from the arm about a fort- 
night, and eight ounces a few days, before the accession of la- 
bour was expected. No hemorrhage now occurred. The opin- 
ion of the ingenious writer is, that, although the ordinary con- 
traction of the uterus may not be suflicient to prevent the blood 
from bursting forth, yet that an extraordinary contraction may ; 
and that this is best effected by cold applied with a shock. The 
first time he attended the lady whose case is related above, the 
bleeding returned again and again, although the abdomen was 
covered with pounded ice ; the uterus, at the same time, be- 
coming so soft and relaxed that it could not be felt. ‘The ice 
was removed, and the contents of an ewer of cold water allowed 
to fall upon the abdomen from a height of several feet : the ute- 
rus immediately contracted, becoming small and hard; while, at 
. same time, the hemorrhage ceased, and the faintness went 
off. 

Another practical lesson is contained in the paper of Dr. Gooch, 
with regard to the introduction of the hand into the uterus to stop 
hemorrhage. He advises making an attempt, in such cases, to 
apply pressure directly upon the bleeding vessels. When any 
necessity for this can be anticipated, the exact situation of the 
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placenta may be ascertained, before its removal, by running the 
fingers up the cord, and observing its direction ; but, when this 
has not been the case, the pressure ought to be applied to the 
fundus, as the most likely point of attachment. This is to be 
done by introducing the left hand closed within the uterus, and 
applying the right hand open to the outside of the belly, and then 
pressing ; between them the part to which the placenta was at- 
tached.*—Med, and Phys. Journal. 





Dr. Crark on Emmenagogues. 


We believe, that much mischief is daily done by the routine 
practice of administering what are termed emmenagogues In all 
states and conditions of menstrual irregularity. Most of these 
emmenagogues are either general or local stimulants, and conse- 
quently cannot be proper in the various conditions of obstructed 
menstruation. Every attentive observer knows that, if there 
be cases of obstructed or suppressed catamenie, where the fluid 
is tardily secreted from local or general debility, there are many 
other cases in which an opposite state of the frame becomes the 
cause of their production. 

‘“‘ Instead then of resorting to such measures, to the employ- 
ment of the whip and of the spur in such cases, (where if they 
do any thing, they do mischief,) let the morbid peculiarities of 
the constitution, and the habits of life of the patient be taken 
into consideration ; let the first be counteracted, the second be 
improved ; let the sanguine have her excess of fulness diminish- 
ed, let the debilitated have her powers augmented ; in short, let 
the general health be amended, and the functions of health will 
be restored.’’t 

Accidental circumstances, as the application of cold or fatigue, 
may have interrupted the menstrual discharge by exciting fever 
in the system. In this case confine the patient to bed—supply 
her with cool drinks—open her bowels—and, if medicine must 
be given, pro forma, exhibit the saline draughts. Under this 








* Ina very interesting essay, read before the Connecticut Medical Soci- 
ety, and subsequently published in the New England Journal, Dr. Rock- 
well of Sharon, has presented an able view of the effects of pressure or me- 
chanical irritation in severe cases of uterine hemorrhage. It is sufficient to 
say, that the practice is sanctioned by more than thirty years experience, 
and that it has been adopted with uniform success by many of Dr. Rockwell's 
friends. Eprrors. 

+ Clark on Diseases of Females. 
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treatment the feverishness subsides, and with the restoration 
of health there will be a restoration of the uterine functions. 

Luxurious living often induces amenorrheea by deranging the 
balance between the wear a.id tear of the system, and the supply 
of food, thus producing a plethoric and unhealthy state of the 
constitution. Here abstemiousness with increase of exercise is 
the remedy. And should it be inefficient of itself, venesection 
(full bleedings rather than repeated small ones) with saline pur- 
gatives, must be resorted to. 

‘“« The patient should not lose less than from sixteen to twenty 
ounces of blood at once. Under ordinary circumstances it is 
very immaterial from what part of the body the blood is taken, 
provided the vessel is large and the orifice in the vein sufficient- 
ly so to allow the blood to escape rapidly ; but if there should 
be any evidence of local congestion, it will be right to remove 
the blood from the neighbourhood of that part, as from the ex- 
ternal jugular vein when there is pain in the head and giddi- 
ness.’’* 

Lastly, should confinement, breathing an impure air, or pov- 
erty of living, have injured the general health, inducing debility 
and obstruction, and constituting chlorosis, then it will be neces- 
sary to invigorate the frame by every meansin our power. The 
stomach must be strengthened, first by the. lighter bitters and 
most digestible food, proceeding gradually to the use of tonics 
more powerful, as bark and steel. It is only when the consti- 
tutional weakness has been removed by such means, that we 
should have recourse to stimulants. There are very few organs 
in the body which are not peculiarly acted on by certain sub- 
stances taken into the stomach : thus lytta stimulates the kid- 
ney, mercury the liver—and we may pretty securely affirm that 
the secale cornutum acts specifically on the uterus. However 
this may be, the volatile alkalis, spices, essential oils, and wines 
are useful general stimulants in the chlorotic state abovemen- 
tioned ; but the cold bath is a precarious remedy, especiall 
when the stomach is unusually weak. The sabina, lytta, black 
hellebore, many of the resinous gums, electricity, and horse ex- 
ercise, are stimulants which Mr. Clarke considers as exerting 
their influence “ upon parts in the vicinity ofthe uterus.”” One 
drachm of the tinctura sabine composita may be given twice a 
day in some aromatic bitter draught, and the tincture may be 
increased to two drachms. Lytta, he thinks, irritates the uri- 
nary passages ; and, through that medium, the uterine system, a 





* Clark on Diseases of Females. 
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knowledge of which circumstance is available in the case of 
obstructed menstruation. A blister, therefore, may be applied 
to the sacrum ; or ten drops of the tincture may be taken inter- 
nally at first, and increased to thirty, in infusion of cascarilla, or 
any convenient vehicle. As a substitute for lytta, a drachm of 
the tincture of black hellebore may be taken. Thus, galbanum 
and aloes possess the power (especially aloes) of stimulating the 
rectum, and unless given so as to produce this effect, they are 
of little service in amenorrhea. ‘They are preferable to the 
oily or saline purgatives. When excessive irritation about the 
anus exists, the infusum lini may be injected .onée or twice a 
day, and the other medicines intermitted for a few days. 

In cases of dyspepsia, unaccompanied by organic disease of the 
viscera, gestation, particularly riding, is useful ; ‘not so when 
organic changes are suspected to exist ; as these have inflamma- 
tion for their basis, it is evident that whatever excites action in 
such parts, will augment the mischief.” We think this observ- 
ation requires some modification. We believe that in chronic 
inflammation of the serous membranes and parenchymatous 
structure of organs, the succussions of horse, or even carriage 
exercise, are injurious. But in chronic inflammations of the 
mucous membranes, as of the lungs and bowels, horse and car- 
riage exercise is peculiarly beneticial—a remark as old as Cel- 
sus, and confirmed by modern experience. Dr. Currie, of Liv- 
erpool, when threatened with phthisis, found that horse exercise 
invariably equalized the balance of the circulation and rendered 
the pulse slower. Hence in those cases of irritability of the 
heart, accompanied by palpitation or other irregular action, 
gestation on horseback, or in a carriage, is peculiarly advanta- 
geous. 

The remaining emmenagogue is electricity, the powers of 
which are very considerable in exciting the uterus to vigorous 
action. By means of it, says Dr. Clarke, “a great number of 
cases of amenorrhea have been cured, when no other means 
had been successful.”? Like many other emmenagogue reme- 
dies, however, it can never be useful till the powers of the sys- 
tem have been restored, and until the general health has been 
established. * lew. 








* Under the direction of Professor Brera, Iodine has recently been em- 
ployed as an emmenagogue, and five cases are recorded, in which its effica- 
cy was sufficiently manifested. In three of these cases there were vicarious 
discharges of blood, the other two were accompanied with intestinal de- 
rangements, and in all the uterine functions were restored, and the patients 
soon recovered their ‘‘ primitive health.”—Eb. 
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Ill. PATHOLOGY AND THERAPEUTICS. 
.Drs. Duncan anno Nicnoxt on Purpura Hemorrhagica. 


Some observations occur in the two last Numbers of the Edin- 
burgh Medical and Surgical Journal on the subject of Purpura 
Hemorrhagica ; and, from the dissection of two cases, it appears 
evident that the petechiz are not confined to the dermoid sys- 
tem. Indeed, this fact bad been ascertained before, and an in- 
teresting case is to be found in the Number of this Journal for 
April, in which appearances presented themselves similar to 
those about to be described. In both the above cases, purple 
spots were observed studded over the viscera of the thorax and 
abdemen ; and these were not confined to the serous textures, 
as the internal surface of the heart, stomach, and bladder, were 
spotted in one or other of them. In Dr. Duncan’s case, “ the 
integuments were, perhaps, more livid than usual ; the tongue 
was much thickened ; there was gangrene of the velum pendu- 
tum palati, the tonsils, and pillars of the fauces ; the glottis and 
epiglottis were inflamed ; but the redness did not extend into 
the larynx. The pleura was marked with petechiz, and there 
was an ecchymosis on the right side of the spine ; the lungs were 
healthy ; the heart was beautifully studded with petechiz, some 
florid, some deep red, some purple ; the colon, mesocolon, and 
mucous membrane of the stomach and of the bladder, presented 
the same appearance.” It is remarkable that in none of the 
three dissections alluded to was the brain examined. Dr. Dun- 
can very justly calls in question the propriety of ranging this 
among the cutaneous diseases,—not only because the hemorr- 
hage is much more important than the spots on the skin, but 
because dissection shows that they are not confined to this part, 
but are hkewiee found internally. He regards the disease as 
essentially a hemorrhage, for each petechia is, in fact, a little 
ecchymosis ; and the great peculiarity of the affection is, that 
small bleedings take place at very distant parts of the body, and 
from different textures. ‘The modes in which he regards it as 
possible for this disease to arise are,—‘ 1. Increased tenuity of 
the blood, allowing it to escape from the superficial extremities 
of the minute arteries. 2. Dilatation of the mouths of these 
arteries, allowing natural blood to escape. 3. Tenderness of 
the coats of the minute vessels giving way, from the ordinary 
impetus of the blood. 4. Increased impetus of the blood, rup- 
turing healthy vessels. 5. Obstruction in the vessels, causing 
rupture, with natural impetus, and without increased tenderness. 
6. Two or more of these causes may act simultaneously, or suc- 
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cessively.”’ It is difficult, as Dr. Duncan remarks, to conceive 
any other way in which purpura can arise ; and yet none of 
these explanations are easily reconciled to the phenomena of 
the disease : for it is very questionable whether increased ac- 
tion of the vascular system does generally precede the eruption, 
and still more difficult to believe that tenderness or softening of 
the minute vessels should take place simultaneously all over the 
body. He thinks it more easy to suppose that a sudden relaxa- 
tion of the mouths of the vessels may take place at the same time, 
or that the disease proceeds from tenuity of the blood, which, 
when it has arrived at a certain pitch, escapes through the open 
mouths of all the vessels of a certain size. 

These cases have given rise to some judicious remarks from 
Dr. Wuittocx Nicuotrt, who observes, that, from Dr. Dun- 
can’s analysis of the modes in which this affection may occur, it 
is evident that venesection is warranted only by the fourth cause 
which he has assigned for the origin of purpura, namely, “ in- 
creased impetus of the blood,” except in those cases where the 
‘‘ obstruction in the vessels” arises from an overloaded state of 
the circulating system. Should this state be referable to ob- 
struction existing in the viscera, as of the spleen or liver, he 
conceives purgatives will be particularly useful. There remain 
the first, second, and third heads of Dr. Duncan’s analysis, and 
for these Dr. Nicholl proposes the oleum terebinthine ; two 
cases successfully treated by this remedy having been published 
by him in the London Medical Repository for July 1821 ; and, 
on the present occasion, a third is added. A languid, pallid 
child, two years and a half old, was brought to him a few days 
after she had become covered with purple spots all over the skin 
and inthe mouth. A drachm and a halfof the oil of turpentine 
was given daily, in divided doses, with syrup of senna and wa- 
ter ; under which treatment the eruption gradually disappeared 
between the Ist and 11th of December ; and, returning in March 
again, yielded to a similar mixture, alternated with bark and min- 


eral acid.— Med. and Phys. Journal. 


Mr. A. T. 'THompson on Impetigo. 


in this affection, the discharge, which exudes from under the 
flaky crusts that characterize the eruption, is thin, and so ex- 
tremely acrid, that it excoriates even the surrounding healthy 
skin, wherever it touches it, and thus spreads the disease to un- 
affected parts. The itching and tingling in the diseased limb 





Mr. A. T. Thompson on Impetigo. 289 


is almost insupportable, particularly at night, when the patient 
is warm in bed; and little benefit is derived from the employ- 
ment of any of the ointments or lotions commonly prescribed, 
or even from the internal exhibition of the largest doses of opi- 
um: indeed, the abraded surface, frequently, becomes so mor- 
bidly sensible, that the mildest applications cannot be borne. 
In this case, the torments of those afflicted with this disease are 
most lamentable ; and, hitherto, the sympathy of the practition- 
er has been the only consolation he could offer to his patient. 

Reflecting on the causes of this extreme irritability of the 
surface in Impetigo, I was led to conclude, that, if the nervous 
susceptibility of the diseased surface could be moderated, the 
discharge would necessarily become milder; and the excitement 
of the superficial vessels, which supply the discharge, being di- 
minished, the exudation would not only be rendered milder, but 
be greatly diminished in quantity. No medicinal agent pro- 
mised more certainly to effect such a favourable change than 
Prussic acid ; and i had the satisfaction of witnessing my anti- 
cipations of its powers verified, in the first case which presented 
itself after my determmation to employ it. 

I was not, however, so sanguine as to imagine that any exter- 
nal remedy, even the most efficacious, could cure a disease de- 
pending on a disordered state of the general habit; but I confess 
that, after having seen the powerful sedative effects of the Prus- 
sic acid as a local application, | was in hopes that by its internal 
exhibition at the same time that it was externally employed, the 
morbid irritability of the system, on which | conceived the dis- 
ease to depend, would be brought under control by its means ; 
and the healthy action of all the secerning and excretory organs 
readily restored. In this expectation, however, | was disap- 
pointed ; and my next object was to investigate the state of the 
digestive organs, and to regulate the internal treatment by the 
result. 1 soon ascertained that, in several cases of the disease 
which came under my notice, that there was a superabundant 
acidity of the stomach ; that the alvine evacuations were slimy, 
irregular, and denoted a deficiency of bile in the intestinal canal ; 
and that a daily, although a slight, febrile paroxysm made its at- 
tack in the evening. With these facts clearly before me, I re- 
solved to treat the disease in the following manner:—To alter 
the action of the liver, by throwing into the system a mercurial 
preparation, but in such doses as would enable it, also, in com- 
bination with an active purgative, to stimulate the oritices of the 
hepatic ducts, and thus increase the supply of bile to the duo- 
denum ; to neutralize, by an alkali exhibited in large doses, the 
acid erga in the stomach: to improve the secretion of the 
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stomach itself, by the alkali diminishing, as 1 conceive it always 
does, the irritability of the coats of that organ ; and, at the same 
time, to moderate the local irritation, by the external employ- 
ment of the Prussic acid. 

Were | anxious to multiply cases to illustrate the powerful 
sedative effects of Prussic acid in Impetigo, the case-books of 
the Chelsea and Brompton Dispensary furnish ample means. 
In one of the cases detailed there, the disease had existed twelve 
years ; 4nd the female, a servant, had been two years attending 
the Dispensary, but in the last four months only had she receiv- 
ed any permanent benefit, and that arose from the use of the 
Prussic acid, which at length effected a perfect cure. I am, 
however, less desirous to detail my own experience, than to 
direct the attention of the profession to so powerful an agent in 
the treatment of a class of diseases which has hitherto baffled 
almost every means which have been tried for their removal. 


Med. and Phys. Journal. 


On the diversified Treatment of Fever. 


We know. from the best sources of information, that no one 
plan of treatment will prove more successful than another in the 
cure of fever, especially of the continued type. . All methods 
are nearly equally good ; it is the judicious application of them 

to the different and even opposite modifications which this dis- 
ease assumes, under the variously combined circumstances by 
which it is influenced. We can confidently assert, for we have 

put the subject to the test of direct experiment, that if fifty per- 
sons were indiscriminately taken from among those affected with 
the endemic fever of tropical climates, after having been twelve 

months in the country, and treated on the rigidly antiphlogistic 
plan, namely, with copious bleedings and active purgatives, 
while an equal number were kept under the influence of diapho- 
retics, and a third fifty put upon the use of large doses of bark, 

or other suitable stimulants and febrifuge remedies, the number 
of deaths out of each number would be nearly the same. But 
had the hundred and fifty, constituting the subjects of such ex- 
periments, been treated by an enlightened application of those 
different measures to the individual cases, according to their pe- 
culiar features ; viz. with stimulants, diaphoretics, emetics, and 
purgativ es, during the stage of invasion, or while the disease was 
forming ; with antiphlogistic remedies, when excitement was 
manifested throughout the system ; and withthe addition of 
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certain kinds of external irritants, &c. when an important viscus 
was particularly implicated ; with active and permanent stimu- 
lants, diaphoretics, the hot bath, followed by frictions, the steam 
bath, mild aperients, with tonics, &c., when the vital energy was 
sinking, and when no reaction was apparent, or had taken place 
in the system; and with the exhibition of bark in very large do- 
ses, combined with aromatic stimulants, hot spices, &c., during 
the remissions ; the amount of fatal cases would have been much 
less out of the hundred and fifty, than out of the third part of 
that number, treated according to either of the indiscriminating 
methods just alluded to. The same propositions are equally 
applicable to fever in our own climate. This disease requires 
the most varied, but the most simple practice, which ought to 
be directed with strict reference to the deranged actions exist- 
ing in the system. A knowledge of these, even in an imperfect 
degree, presupposes an acquaintance with the laws and mani- 
festations of the animaleconomy. Without such an attainment, 
and with the very limited information generally possessed re- 
specting the real nature and modus operandi of medicinal agents, 
many of them must be directed under circumstances that not un- 
frequently give rise to a doubtful or even mischievous effect.— 


Med. Repository. 





Mr. Warp on Chorea. 


‘‘In consequence of the beneficial results which had ensued 
from the employment of the exercise of volition in restoring the 
connexion between the sensorial and muscular power in paraly- 
tic affections,» Mr. Ward was induced to try its influence in the 
cure of chorea; and four cases in illustration are given. In the 
first of these, a child of eleven years, the solutio arsenici and 
purgatives were regularly administered, and the degree of bene- 
fit derived from the muscular exercise of the arm is not, of 
course, to be accurately appreciated. The second case is much 
more satisfactory, because the subject of it (a boy between ten 
and eleven years old,) had for a long time been under treatment 
of various kinds, including arsenic and purgatives, together with 
exercise ; and, as it was uncertain to which of these remedies 
the benefit derived was to be ascribed, Mr. Ward, after giving 
the medicines a fair, but unavailing trial for two months, left 
them off, and relied entirely upon the muscular exercise of the 
legand arm. The patient began by holding a weight of four 
and a half pounds, with the arm extended, as Jong as he was 
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able, and was ordered to repeat this several times in thé course 
of the day. He was directed also to stand on the right leg only, 
as long as he was able, and to do so frequently in the day. In 
one month the convulsive motions entirely ceased. ‘The third 
case is remarkable for the convulsive motions having been sus- 
pended for a fortnight during the appearance of the nettle-rash ; 
a circumstance which may afford a hint, on some future occa- 
sion, of trying the effect of an artificial eruption for the removal 
of similar symptoms. It appears very evident that in this in- 
stance the disease was connected with some affection of the 
stomach and bowels. It suflices to say that, by the use of mus- 
cular exertion, this case was also brought to a successful termi- 
nation. —.Med,. and Phys. Journal. 





Dr. Orto’s Case of Needles. 


Dr. Otto of Copenhagen, has described the case of Rachael Hertz, 
of which the following is a brief outline. In the month of August, 
1807, she was affected with a violent colic, which recurred frequent- 
ly until November, when it was replaced by erysipelas and fever. 
In April, the patient began to lose her flesh and languish. The face 
was pale ; she had disgust at every food ; all the faculties ofthe 
mind were enfeebled, and epilepsy supervened. In April of the 
following year, there were delirium, madness and even tetanus. 

In May 1809, there occurred a sopor so profound that no degree 
of excitation was able to awaken the girl. This state lasted for nine- 
teen months, during which time medicines were given in vain, and 
as a specimen, eighteen grains of opium, and sixteen grains of tartar 
emetic, are said to have been given without any effect. From De- 
cember 1810, to January 1819, the patient appears to have been 
most of the time quite well. At the latter period, a new train of 
symptoms commenced, which as they are detailed by Dr. Otto we 
shall transcribe. 


“ A colic pain tormented the patient, and in a much higher de- 
gree, than before: she could neithersleep nor touch the belly with- 
out the most excruciating feeling. To this were added a vio- 
lent fever, singultus, vomitus cruentus, and evacuation of a black 
and stinking matter through the anus ; and in this dreadful state 
she could bear neither food nor medicines, nor clysmata, nor 
fomentations of the belly : she grew, therefore, quite exhaust- 
ed, and the end of her sufferings seemed not far. 

A more exact examination of the abdomen being made, a hard 
tumor, divided into three lobules, was felt under the umbilicus. 
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The physician, suspecting an abscess, applied a cataplasma 
emolliens ; but the sufferings continued unto the 12th of the 
same month ; the extremities grew cold ; and Professor Her- 
hoeldt resolved, as the last means, to make an incision into the 
tumor,—no matter, but a little blood ran out ; but, examining 
the deepness of the wound, he met with a hard and metallic body, 
and extracted suddenly a common needle. All the symptoms 
grew milder, but shortly after they increased again ; and a point 
being observed in the left lumbar region, at the touch of which 
the most acute pains were excited, an incision was also made 
there, and another black and oxydated needle was extracted. 
So the pains were renewed, and so he, now here, now there, 
cut through and found needles ; and so, from the 12th of Feb- 
ruary, 1819, unto the 10th of August, 1820, two hundred and 
seventy-three needles were extracted! In an annexed table, 
the different places and the number of needles on each is enu- 
merated ; so from the left lumbar region, 39 ; from the left 
breast, 22; from epigastrium, 41, &c. Kc. 

In the intervals the girl was quiet ; but, as soon as the needle 
was near the skin, the most acute pain, with fever, singultus, and 
vomitus cruentus, was excited. It was often necessary to cut 
through muscles, and the abdomen swelled very much before the 
needle could be indicated. By a sudden fright, a palsy of the 
extremities was added to the sufferings of the unhappy ; but, 
after the 10th of August, 1820, after which no needle showed 
itself, all the bad symptoms ceased ; and, by the use of nervina 
and roborantia, warm baths, vesicatoria, linimenta, the feeling 
by and by returned, and she seemed in short time quite cured.” 
— Med. and Phys. Journal. 








IV. MATERIA MEDICA AND PHARMACY. 
On the Acarois-RESINIFERA, 07 ACOROIDES-RESINIFERA. 


The resins, whether liquid, soft, or hard, have been so long used 
in medicine, and their high remediate value in a great variety of ca- 
ses, is so thoroughly established, that we trust no apology will be 
required, for the subsequent sketch of the origin and properties of 
asomewhat singular article, belonging to this class of substances. 
The article in question seems to be produced in great abundance, it 
can be easily enough obtained, and it possesses such peculiarities in 
its medicinal effects, as to entitle it to the attention, and investigation 
of the American practitioner. In this opinion, we trust we shall not 
be considered singular, when we state that it has already been adopt- 
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ed into the catalogue of the Materia Medica of perhaps the best 
American Pharmacopeeia, we mean that of the Massachusetts Medi- 
cal Society, and unless we are misinformed, has been occasionally 
prescribed, with much benefit in some parts of New England. Its 
name we have placed at the head of this paper. 

The tree grows abundantly in New Holland, especially near Botany 
Bay. It is low and small, with abundance of long grassy leaves, at the 
top of the trunk. The fructification shoots out in a singular manner 
from the centre of the leaves, on a single straight stem, to the height 
of twelve or fourteen feet. 

Specimens of a resin said to be produced by this tree were first 
brought to London about the year 1799. It is called Resina Acarot- 
dis, Resina lutea Novi Belgti, Gummi-resina lutea, Botany Bay resin, 
Botany Bay gum, Yellow gum, and is supposed to be what Tasman 
intended by Gum Lac of the ground. It is said to be frequently dug 
outofthe earth under the tree, but it exudes spontaneously from 
the trunk, especially if wounded, and it is likewise found in consid- 
erable quantity under the leaves which grow out of the top of the 
trunk. It may also be obtained by exposing and breaking the roots, 
which always contain some, and often much of the resin. It com- 
monly exudes in round drops from the size of a pea to that ofa bul- 
let, and sometimes much larger. It is at first, either nearly fluid, or 
so much softened by the heat of the sun, that it falls to the ground, 
and adheres to any thing, with which it comes into contact. In this 

way, @ mass is occasionally accumulated, of nearly a hundred weight. 
A single man it is said, may sometimes collect thirty or forty pounds 
in a few hours. That which is obtained from the root is often mix- 
ed with another peculiar strong smelling resipous substance of a 
black colour, but that from the trunk is pure and unmixed. It is of 
a yellow colour, though occasionally covered with a greenish grey 
crust. Itis firm, yet brittle, and w hen pounded, does not adhere to 
the mortar, norconcrete intoa cube. In the mouth, it is easily re- 
duced to a powder, without sticking to the teeth. It has a slight 
sweetish astringent taste. When moderately heated, it melts, and 
upon hot coals, it is converted into a carbonaceous matter with the 
emission of a white smoke, which has a fragrant odour somewhat 
like storax. When thrown into the fire, it increases the flame like 
pitch. It communicates to water the favour of storax, but it is in- 
soluble in that liquid. When digested in Alcohol, two thirds of it 
are dissolved, and the remaining third consists of one part extractive, 
which is soluble in water, and has an astringent taste, and two parts 
of woody fibre, and other impurities, perfectly tasteless and insolu- 
ble. The solution has a brown colour, and exhibits the appearance 
and smell of Benzoin. Water throws it down unaltered. When 
submitted to the destructive distillation the products are aqueous 
vapour, an empyreumatic oil, and charcoal, but it gives no traces of 
any acid, alkali, or salt, not even with the addition of water. It is 
likewise soluble in ether, and an alkaline lixivium. 
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The diseases in which this article has been beneficially employed, 
belong principally to the alimentary canal, and are usually the result 
of debility and relaxation either with morbid irritability, or torpor, 
or spasm. They are Anorexia, Nausea, Vomiting, Flatulence, 
Cardialgia, Gastrodynia, Dyspepsia, etc. It is likewise useful in 
Diarrhea, and the secondary stages of Dysentery ; but in the latter, 
when there is much irritation, it is necessary to give itin smaller 
doses, at shorter intervals, and in conjunction with Opium. By 
such management, a compound effect is said to be produced, much 
preferable to that of either article separately. Inasthenic Amenorr- 
hoea, or those cases which are connected with debility, flaccidity, or 
a leucophlegmatic habit, and in leucorhea, it is often of great service. 

This medicine in ordinary doses, is said to produce neither emesis, 
catharsis, diuresis, nor diaphoresis ; nor indeed any other uniform 
operative effects, except abatement of morbid irritability, obviation 
of torpor, and restoration of strength and vigour. 

Half a drachmis considered a medium dose. It may be given in 
the form of mixture with mucilage of Acacia gum, or of pills made up 
with white soap, or in the form of tincture. Alcohol is said to be 
capable of dissolving an equal weight of this resin, so that a fluid 
drachm of the saturated tincture, prepared with rectified spirit, will 
contain nearly half adrachm of the medicine. Such a tincture may 
be made into an elegant, and agreeable draught, by the addition of 
syrup, or mucilage, or both, and with a small quantity of some aro- 
matic essential oil, or distilled spirit, or water. _ , 

It would be singular, if on investigation, this article should not be 
found useful, in many other of the cases, in which the resins have 
been most advantageously employed. 

Were American practitioners more in the habit of recording the 
results of their experience, with new medicines, and new methods 
of practice (which is confessedly one of the most important means of 
improvement,) the medical public would not now have been so en- 
tirely ignorant of this article, as at present, in the state of Connec- 
ticut. In several instances, we have known prescriptions for this 
substance made to our citizens, by the Physicians of a neighbouring 
state, but we have never happened to converse with one of our 
Apothecaries, (and it must be confessed even our Practitioners) who 
had any knowledge of it. We hope that some of our enterprising 
Druggists will obtain a supply of it, and in the mean time, this outline 
may perhaps contribute to diffuse information respecting it.—Ep. 


Hureranp on Narcotic Vapour. 


The efficacy of mercurial fumigations, in cases which resist 
the ordinary use of that remedy would lead us to conclude that 
the value of other remedies might be enhanced by exhibiting 
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them in the form of vapour. In this form Hufeland has long 
been in the habit of employing narcotic plants—the fumes of 
which he recommends in convulsions, epilepsy, and other ner- 
vous affections. ‘The plants which he has used are Hyoscyamus 
and Belladonna, which, together with a few grains of opium are 
placed on a thin iron plate at the bottom of the vapour bath, 
and exposed to the heat of an alcoholic lamp. Patients remain 
m the bath 15 or 20 minutes, precautions being taken to pre- 
vent the fumes from reaching the face. Immediately there oc- 
curs profuse perspiration, generally succeeded by a sense of 
fullness in the head, sometimes alse by tremors—diflicult respi- 
ration, vertigo, and more rarely, by spasms, which indicate the 
necessity of extreme caution in the use of so powerful a remedy. 
Hufeland reports 12 cases of epilepsy, the subjects of which 


have been completely relieved by the use of narcotic vapour.* 
Revue Medicale. 





Mr. Morray on the Counter Poisons of Hydrocyanic Acid. 


Some researches have been made by Mr. Murray, witha view 
of determining the counter-poisons of the Hydrocyanic Acid and 
Opium. He had found that the violent head-ach sometimes 
brought on by preparing prussic acid, was always relieved, or 
entirely cured, by ammonia ; and hence was led to regard this 
substance as the best antidote. This opinion was subsequently 
confirmed by various experiments : among others, half a drachm 
of hydrocyanic acid was giv en to a young rabbit, by which the 
respiration was rendered * laborious and difficult, with a grating 
in the throat ; the eye lost its brilliancy ; the head dropped ; 
it raised a sharp cry, and was convulsed.”” Ammonia was now 
put into the mouth, which was likewise repeatedly moistened 
with a sponge dipped into a solution of the same : this had the 
immediate effect of reviving the animal, which appeared sensible 
of the relief afforded, by licking the finger with which the am- 
monia was applied. Such is the faith Feposed by Mr. Murray 
in this antidote, that he informs us he ** wouid feel no hesitation 
whatever in taking a quantity sufficient to prove fatal, provided 
there stood by a skilful hand to administer the remedy.”’  In- 
deed, he did actually take a dose of the prussic acid sufficient 





*In the treatment of tetanus and hydrophobia, where ordinary means 
rove ineffectual, we should be willing to adopt the practice recommended 
by Hufeland. It merits at least the consideration of every practitioner. Ep. 
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to produce violent head-ach and stupefaction, which symptoms 
were instantly relieved by diluted ammonia, taken internally, 
and externally applied to the forehead and nostrils. Dr. Gran- 
VILLE (to whom we owe the introduction of prussic acid into 
medical practice in this country,) has likewise recommended the 
use of stimulants.—.Med. and Phys. Journal. 





New Anthelmintic Remedy. 


Dr. Brayer has brought from Constantinople, where he re- 
sided a long time, the flowering branches of a shrub, which an 
old Armenian merchant had found to succeed admirably against 
tenia, and which, under the observation of Mr. Brayer himself, 
has effected a remarkable cure. Half an ounce of the plant 
was macerated in twelve ounces of water, and given in two doses 
at an hour’s interval to a patient who had been ten years tor- 
mented with tenia. He experienced severe nausea, which was 
referred to the odour and unpleasant taste of the medicine, 
acute abdominal pains, and shortly after, numerous alvine dis- 
charges, which were followed by the expulsion of the tenia. 
Six months afterwards there had been no recurrence of his dis- 
order. ‘lhe examination which Mr. Kunth has made of this 
plant leads him to conclude, that it. belongs to a new genus of 
the family Rosacez, and nearly allied to the genus agrimonia. 
He proposes therefore to name it Brayera, and to designate the 
species by the name anthelmintica. ‘The Brayera anthelminti- 
ca is a shrub with alternate leaves, which grows in Abyssinia. 

Noveua Brbliothique Medicale. 





V. MEDICAL VARIETIES. 


We occasionally amuse ourselves with the perusal of those ancient 
authors, whose works found their way to this country during its 
early settlement, and have become almost as scarce as the natives 
by whom it was then tenanted. In these books we frequently find 
new things in an old dress, or perhaps, to speak more correctly, we 
find the proverb verified, ‘‘ there is nothing new under the sun.”’ 
The fellowing letter was written by James Young, an English sur- 
geon, of the 17th century,—and relates to one of the greatest im- 
provements in the art of surgery. It is taken from the Currus Tri- 
umphalis e Terebintho, a work which was written in defence of the 
‘** many admirable vertues of the oleum terebinthine.”’ 

Vor. I. 38 
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A new Way of amputating large Members, and a more speedy, convenient 
Method of curing Stumps, than that commonl ge ; discovered in u 
Letter to his much esteemed friend, Mr. Tho. Hobs, Chirurgeon in London. 


Sir—lI find by yours, that you are surprised with the intima- 
tion I gave you, of a way of amputating large members, so as to- 
be able to cure them per symphysin, in three weeks, and with- 
out fouling, or scaling the bone. It is a paradox that I will now 
evince to you to be a truth, after I have first taken notice of 
what you affirm, that there is a necessity of scaling the ends of 
those bones, left bare after the usual way of dismembring, be- 
fore the stump can be soundly cured ; that you never yet found 
it otherwise but that where it hath been attempted, the stumps 
have aposthumated, and the caries come off thereby. 

Sir, | do assure you, | have been so happy to have seen the 
contrary, in an amputation made between the cubitus and the 
carpus ; where, though the wound was almost nine weeks in cu- 
ring, and at sea too, yet the bones never scaled, and the stump 
remained (to my knowledg many months) without the least ten- 
dency to eruption ; the person then principally concerned was 
an old practitioner, and one that had long served in the north- 
ern wars: he did assure me, he frequently neglected the scaling 
of the bone, and healed most of the amputations he made in the 
army, and in Scotland without it. 

Wherefore passing these matters, I shall now entertain you 
with an account of the manner-of this operation, 1 would re- 
commend to you, after | have told you that it was from a very 
ingenious brother of ours, Mr. C. Lowdham, of Exceter, that I 
had the first hints thereof. 

The ligatures and gripe, being made after the common man- 
ner, you are with your catling, or some long incision-knife, to 
rase (suppose it the leg) a flap of the membraneous flesh, cover- 
ing the muscles of the calf, beginning below the place where 
you intend to make excision, and rasing it thitherwards of leugth 
enough to cover the stump ; having so done, turnit back under 
the hand of him that gripes: and as soon as you have severed 
the member, bring this flap of cutaneous flesh over the stump, 
and fasten it to the edges thereof, by four or five strong stitches : 
having so done, clap a dossil into the inferiour part, that one 
passage may be open, for any bloud, or matter may lodg be- 
tween, but of that there seldom occurreth any: then lay on a 
common defensative, and thereto girt it close with your cross 
bandage, and other compresses after the usual manner. 

In the succeeding dressings, medicines healing per symphysin, 
are to be used; and amongst them perhaps there are none bet- 
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ter, than that already mentioned, adding some powder of the 
roots of great comphery thereto ; the dossil, if you use any, 
may be left out the next dressing, or that following it. 

That this method hath cured such a stump in three weeks, is 
a truth I can vouch by sufficient testimony, and I believe you 
will not much doubt it, when you have perused this, and con- 
sidered how easie, and soon such a consolidation hath been 
made ; for this, though it be no re-unition, but the consolida- 
tion of flesh never before united, will yet be nevertheless effect- 
ed, as is evident in the coalition of hair-lips, the aptitude of the 
fingers, eye-lids, lips, glans and preputium, and the vagina utert, 
when ulcerate, (of which last, Rhoonhuse giveth us a memorable 
instance) to unite, and is also more strangely evident, in the 
stories of Sir K. Digby, Amb. Pareus, and Taliacotius, concern- 
ing supplying lost Noses, not only by knitting a part of the ho- 
mogenous arm; but of another man’s to supply the scandalous 
want of that obvious part. 

The advantages of this method are, first, that it’s more speedy ; 
I mean the Cure, not the Operation: for it effects it in at least 
one third, or fourth part of the time, that the other method can 
possibly atchieve it; and of what good use this is, both to the 
Chirurgeon, and Patient, I need not trouble you to mention. 

Secondly, Here no dysepulotick Ulcer can possibly happen, as 
there frequently doth ; especially to stumps of the Legs, when 





by the unavoidable prolixity of the cure, such a course of mat- -- 


ter hath that way discharged it self, as cannot afterward be res- 
trained, without great trouble and difficulty, if at all. 

Thirdly, Stumps are in this way cured without scaling the 
bone: perhaps there is not much trouble, &c. always prevented 
thereby, as I have already told you, yet some there is at all 
times, and at some very much: for instance, when nature is 
slow in casting off the Caries, and the Hypersarcosis usually in- 
vading stumps, about the time of Cicatrization, cover the bone 
before it separate, so that applications cannot be made locally, 
to dispatch it, which many times proves a great Remora to the 
desiccation. 

Fourthly, Here is no expensive profluence, either of the Radical 
moisture, by maturation and fluxion, or of the bloud by Hemorr- 
hage, or of the Succus Nervosus by a Synovia ; or of the lympha- 
tick Liquor, by the lacrymations of those Vessels ; ill consequen- 
ces usually attending the other Method, and Medicaments. 

Fifthly, The cure is in this way performed with less pain and 
hazard to the Patient ; the great pain of stumps, the watching, 
Fever, Convulsions, Syncopes ; the effect of that pain especially 
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at Sea, where necessaries are wanting, are here prevented part- 
ly from Nature’s great complacency, and the delight with which 
she seems‘to co-operate with Art, in curing per symphysin: I 
say, it is that wherewith she not only seems pleased, but what of 
her self (as I have already suggested) she will perform; if the 
lips of the wound be kept clean, close together, and free from 
the impressions of the Ambient Air. 

Partly from her not being put upon the work of digestion, or 
maturation: which (as I have proved) she never performed 
without a Fever, and perturbation. 

And partly from the nature of the different Applications, 
which are here (as all Agglutinatives) Anodyne ; whereas those 
cured by the other way, must indure the heat of Restrictives 
and Digestives, the fretting of Detergents to mundifie, and Cor- 
rosives to erode, the Fungus’s, always occurring more or less to 
Stumps. 

Sixthly, It’s much easier and cheaper to the Chirurgeon: the 
first, because much sooner cured, and seldomer dressed ; the 
first in three weeks, the last once a day: the second, for the 
same reason, and because fewer Medicines, &c. serve at each 
dressing: of what advantage the former is to him when many 
men are wounded, and especially when distant from the ease of 
an Hospital, | leave those to tell you that have tryed it, as I 
Lave done. The benefit of the latter, considering the scanti- 
ness of publique allowances, and the great number of men, that 
may at one time be under cure, especially in a Mediterranean 
Voyage, is obvious. 

Seventhly, Stumps this way healed, are not obnoxious to break 
open again on every slight rub, or knock, as do those healed by 
the other Method, a mischief they can hardly avoid, though 
they indeavour it with the greatest care and Art ; whereas this 
being fenced with a firm skin, is no more incident to it, than a 
man’s Fingers ends. 

Eighthly, A new and commodious sort of Artificial Leg, hav- - 
ing a Cavity to which the stump is to be intruded, and on which 
the weight of the body, on the alternate motion of the Legs, 
must be laid, is here most tolerable and convenient: whereas 
the other way, scarcely admits the laying the due stress on 
them, by reason of the tenderness of the stump, or its incidency 
to strip and excoriate. 

These are all the considerable advantages manifestly acquired 
by this new Way, without doubt, use, and tryal, will discover 
more equal to them, and an abundance of lesser conveniences, 
which at present occur not to my consideration ; these are 
enough to shew the Novelty to be considerable, and worthy of 
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imitation: let them have with you this accessional manifesta- 
tion, that I am very ready to obey, and serve you. 


Plim. Aug. 3. 
1678. JAMES YOUNG. 





The Breviarie of Health: wherein doth folow, remedies for all 
maner of sicknesses and diseases, the which may be in Man or 
Woman. Expressing the obscure termes of Greke, Araby, La- 
tin, Barbary, and English, concerning Phisick and Chirurge- 
rie. Compyled_ by Anprew Booap, Doctor of Phisicke: an 
English-man. 

The Breviary of Health was “‘ imprinted at London,”’ by Thomas 
East, in the year 1587. It is the earliest with which we are ac- 
quainted of a series of works on domestic medicine, and ranks amon 
its successors the wide spreading productions of Buchan and Tho- 
mas. In one respect (we allude to the preface) it excels them both, 
and though written by a contemporary of Sir Piercie, it contains ma- 
ny truths which will not be controverted by the most zealous abet- 


tors of domestic medicine. 


The Preface to the Readers of this hooke. 

Gentle Readers, I haue taken some paine in making this 
booke, to doe sicke men pleasure, and whole men profyt, that 
sicke men may recuperate their health, and whole men may pre- 
serue themselues from sicknesse, (with Gods helpe) aswell in 

hisicke as in chirurgerie. But for as much, as olde auncient 
and autentike autours or doctours of phisicke, in their bokes, 
doth write many obscure termes, geuing also to many and di- 
uers infirmities, darke and hard names, difficile to vnderstand, 
some and most of all being Greeke wordes, some and fewe being 
Araby words, some being Latin wordes, and some being barba- 
rus words. Therefore I haue translated al such obscure words 
and names into English, that eurie man openly and apartly may 
ynderstand them. 

Furthermore all the aforesaide names of the said infirmities 
be set together in order, according to the letters of the Alpha- 
bete, or the A. B. C. So that as manie names as dothe begine 
with A. be set together and so forth, all other letters as they be 
in order. Also there is no sicknes in man or woman, the which 
may be from the crowne of the head to the soole of the foote, 
but you shall fynde it in this book, aswell the sicknesse the which 
doth pertayne to chirurgerie as to phisicke, and what the sick- 
nesse is, and how it doeth come, and medicines for the selfe 
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same. And for as much as euerie man now a daies, is desirous 
to reede briefe and compendious matters. I therefore in this 
matter pretende to satistie mens mindes as much as | can, na- 
ming this booke according to the matter, which is, The Breuia- 
rie of Health: and where that I am very briefe in shewing briefe 
medicines for one sicknes, | doe it for two causes, the first cause 
is, that the Archane science of phisicke should not be manifest 
and open, for then the eximinous science should fall into great 
detrement, .and doctours the which hath studied the facultie 
should not be regarded so well as they are. Secondarilie, if I 
should write all my mynde, eurie bongler would practise phi- 
sicke vpon my booke, wherefore | doe omit and leaue out ma- 
nie things, relinquishing what I have omitted to doctours of high 
iudgement, of whom I shall be shent for part of these things that 
I haue written in this booke : how be it, in this matter | doe set 
God before mine eyes and charitie, considering that I doe write 
this booke for a common welth, as God knoweth my pretence, 
not onelie in making this booke, but al other bookes that I haue 
made, that I did neuer looke for no reward, neither of Lord, nor 
of Prynter, nor of no man liuing, nor | had neuer no reward, nor 
1 will neuer haue none as long as I do liue, God helping me, 
whose perpetuall and fatherly blessing light on vs all. 
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The New York Medical and Physical Journal. By Joun W. 
Francis, M. p. and Jonn B. Beck, mM. D. VoL. Il. NO. 1. 
Art. I. Facts and Inrerences, chiefly relating to Medical 

Jurisprudence ; in a letter to Professor T. R. Beck, M. D. 

of Albany, from Jonn W. Francis, M. D. Professor of Ob- 

stetrics, &c. 

Legal medicine is said to have been cultivated with more success 
on the continent of Europe, than in Great Britain. In our own coun- 
try, but little attention has been paid to the subject, and with the 
exception ofa volume compiled and published under the inspection 
of Dr. Cooper, we have no American works to which we can refer. 
It appears however that Dr. Beck, of Albany, is about to put to the 
press a long projected work, on Forensic Medicine, and the main 
object of this paper, is to contribute such facts as have fallen under 
the observation of the writer. From its perusal we should infer 
that Dr. Francis, has been a diligent observer, and we doubt not but 
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the value of Dr. Beck’s contemplative work, will be materially en- 
hanced by the labours of his correspondent. 

- The facts are arranged under several distinct heads, and relate to 
deformities of the pelvis, the causes of barrenness and impotence, 
pregnancy including the period of utero gestation, the functions of the 
ovaria, and menstruation. Several interesting facts are noticed un- 
der the heads of congenital and hereditary diseases. Unlike most 
cases which are recorded in our Medical Journals, those which are 
related bv Dr. Francis are not capable of abridgement. We give 
therefore a single paragraph, as a specimen of this very interesting 


paper. 


‘“ T have prescribed for four cases of the venereal disease 
communicated from the mother to the foetus inutero; three of 
these cases occurred where the genital system of the mother was 
in a perfectly sound state ; in one there were ulcers of the labia, 
and constitutional vitiation. In another formidable instance of 
the disorder affecting an infant, it was satisfactorily ascertained 
that the little sufferer had imbibed the complaint by sucking an 
infected nurse. 1am aware that high authority has controvert- 
ed these positions, but I am equally certain that clinical experi- 
ence supports their accuracy.” 


The subject of poisons is next adverted to, particularly of those 
medicinal agents which from imprudent use, have been known to 
prove fatal. Among them are Elaterium, Croton Tiglium, Oil of 
Tansey, Lytta, Arsenic, and Ergot. The evil consequences result- 
ing from the imprudent use of the latter remedy, merit the serious 
consideration of those who are frequently in the habit of employing 
it. 


‘* Within the last two years, I have been consulted’ in three 
eases, in which the ergot was given in order to expedite labour ; 
in every one of them it has induced a total suspension of the — 
menstrual discharge. In three other cases in which the spurred 
rye was administered, it had the effect of hastening the labour, 
with the immediate destruction of the child. In two of these 
last instances deformities of the pelvis existed, and the mothers 
also shortly after expired.” 


Art. II. An Experimental Inquiry into the Similarity in virtues 
between the PopopHyttum Pe.ttatum and Convotvutus Ja- 
LAPA. By Henry Scuneck, of Pennsylvania, Member of the 
epg oy marae Society of the University of New-York, 

C. 


The experiments, eight in number, appear to have been instituted 
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for the purpose of showing the close affinity which exists between 
the Podophyllum, and Jalap, and from the comparative trials made 
with them, Mr. Schenck infers ‘‘that in whatever form of disease 
- jalap may be serviceable, the podophyllum will be found equally so. 
The ohly difference appears to be, that the May-apple root is more 
prompt in its effects, causes somewhat more nausea, but not occasion- 
ing any griping, which has been a constant attendant in the experi- 
ments made with the jalap. It does, therefore, in my opinion, su- 
persede the employment, and answer as a substitute for that exotic 
vegetable?’ ‘To the latter sentiment we are unwilling to subscribe, 
and when we are told that one of these remedies is more prompt in 
its effect, and more likely to produce nausea than the other ; we 
cannot believe that any judicious practitioner would sanction their 
indiscriminate use. 


Art. III. A case of ANTHRAX successfully treated by Blisters. 
By Joun B. Beck, M. D. 

In this portion of the United States, carbuncle is usually treated 
with blisters, and the case recorded by Dr. Beck, presents conclu- 
sive evidence of its utility. The patient, 51 years of age, and en- 
feebled by intemperate habits, had been several days suffering from 
a carbuncle low down on the back. Thetumour was about four 
inches in diameter, in its centre were a number of apertures, of the 
honey-comb appearance, through which matter was discharging, the 
aurrounding parts being hard, and of a dark red colour. 


‘| first directed a cathartic to be administered, and a yest 
poultice to be applied to the part. Finding no improvement on 
the subsequent day, I applied a large blister, covering complete- 
ly the whole ofthe carbuncle. The blister drew well, and had 
the effect of completely relieving the heat and pain of the part. 
The whole appearance of the carbuncle was also improved ; the 
surrounding inflammation had assumed a more healthy and red 
colour, and the discharge was less offensive. A light poultice 
was now applied, and as the patient was extremely feeble, Peru- 
vian bark and porter were ordered to be freely given him, and 
Dover’s powder to be administered at night. Two days after 
the application of the first blister, a second was applied with still 
greater advantage than the first. In every respect the appear- 
ance of the carbuncle seemed to be much improved by it. Ina 
few days the sloughs separated, and the ulcer gradually healed 
under dressings of simple basilicon ointment.” 


Art. IV. Case of Self-performed Casanean Section. Com- 
municated to Drs. Francis aod Beck, of New-York. 
‘A servant girl, fourteen years of age, was discovered by her 
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master in the act of covering something with snow, which after- 
wards proved to be a naked child. As soon as she perceived 
that she was observed, she immediately ran to the house, with 
the second child hanging out at the wound, together with a con- 
siderable portion of her intestines ; laid by her razor and large 
needle, which were the instruments she had previously prepared 
for the operation, and shortly began to complain. 

On examination her physician found an irregular incision of 
about four inches in length, extending in a diagonal direction, as 
respects the abdomen, about two inches above the umbilicus, 
and an incision of about two inches in length at nearly a right 
angle with the former, extending toward the sternum. The 
lower part of the abdomen was considerably distended with 


blood.”’ 


Through this incision the second child and the placenta, having 
two umbilical cords attached to it, were extracted, the blood contain- 
ed in the abdomen was removed, and the wound treated in the ordi- 
nary way. No violent symptoms occurred, and in a few weeks the 
patient was perfectly recovered. 


“From circumstances attending this case, it is inferred that 
the incision was made wmmediately preceding the rupture of the 
membranes, and that the first child was delivered per vias natu- 
rales, the third pain after the rupture. 

As some of the greatest discoveries in every department of 
science are made by accident, or without any particular previ- 
ous design, may not the conduct of this desperate girl give a 
useful hint for an improvement in the Cesarean operation, con- 
sisting in a division of the uterus diagonally, near the fundus, 
instead of the ordinary method ?” 


Art. V. Diacnosis of Prague and Yettow Fever. By P. 
S. Townsenp, M. D. of New-York. 

Dr. Townsend maintains that the virus of Plague is extremely 

susceptible of alteration under an elevated temperature, and that it 

cannot subsist except in the milder latitudes of the temperate zone. 


“On the other hand, the contagion of yellow fever is capable 
of sustaining a high temperature, without parting with its pow- 
er of reproduction. By this property it is readily diffused in 
the air, and becomes amenable to all those chemical and me- 
chanical changes to which that element is exposed. Thus in 
an atmosphere impregnated with human effluvia, it finds a con- 
eats 7 ao rapid medium of propagation ; but when exposed 
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to an atmosphere uncontaminated by these impurities, becomes 
entirely innocuous.”’ 

** ‘There is moreover much reason to believe that the conta- 
gious matter of yellow fever is of a more gaseous or volatile na- 
ture than that of plague. For while yellow fever is totally and 
immediately destroyed or decomposed in a freezing tempera- 
ture, plague has been known to extend its ravages through the 
dead of winter, and when the surface of the street was covered 


with snow.”’ 


Both are said to be restricted within a given range of temperature, 
but that of plague being at the lower end of the scale, is thought to 
exist in a fluid form. 


‘“‘ This parallel between these two different forms of contagion 
affords us the consoling assurance, that the severe extremes of 
heat by which our summers are contradistinguished from corres- 
ponding latitudes of the eastern continent, together with our re- 
mote position from those countries whose equable temperature 
is so much more congenial than ours to the propagation of 
plague, will constitute a formidable barrier to the introduction 
of the disease into this part of the world. And though plague 
is capable of propagating itself in a low temperature, it is not 
improbable that the extreme cold of our winters may likewise 
help to protect us from the visitation of this calamity.” 


The phenomena and circumstances peculiar to plague, are said to 
be irregular febrile action—constricted hot skin—buboes and car- 
buncles—and chalky white fur on the tongue. The yellow fever is 
characterized by regular stadia of excitement and depression—moist 
skin—inflamed eyes—clear red margin of the tongue—yellowness 
of the eyes, skin and tongue, in the stage of collapse—sighing— 
black vomit—hiccough—hemorrhage from the nose and mouth. In 
the plague emetics are useful ; in the yellow fever they are contrain- 
dicated. The former is not communicable in the tropics, and is not 
arrested by frost—the latter pervades within the tropics, and is de- 
stroyéd by freezing temperatures. Northern constitutions are least 
susceptible to the plague, and most to yellow fever: the progress of 
the former is arrested by seclusion, and of the latter by dispersion. 


‘If the exposition which has been given of the peculiar laws 
governing the contagion of yellow fever and of plague, be ta- 
ken in connexion with the leading principles on which are found- 
ed those regulations, which are intended to exclude the intro- 
duction or control the progress of the two diseases ; and if, in 
addition to this, we bear in mind the particular position which 
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each disease occupies in the system, and the remarkable symp- 
toms by which each is characterized ; no one, according to our 
judgment, ought for a moment to doubt that the Egyptian and 
American pestilence are as totally unallied to each other, as any 
two diseases in the nosological calendar.” 


Art. VI. Case of delivery of an Arm Presentation, by whai 
is called “Spontaneous Evolution,’ with reflections on the 
manner in which nature effects the delivery, &c. By Tuomas 
Cock, M. D. and James M. Penpteton, M. D. 

In this case the membranes were broken, and the right arm of the 
child was found projecting beyond the external parts. The pains 
continued to act with great force ; the lateral part of the abdomen 
became protuberant, and it appeared that a doubling of the child 
was taking place. Ina short time one of the inferior extremities 
was brought down ; the breech and other extremity soon followed, 
and the delivery was readily accomplished. This is regarded as a 
case of ‘‘ spontaneous evolution of the foetus,” an expression em- 
ployed by Dr. Denman to designate a change in the relative situation 
of the foetus, whereby the head is raised towards the fundus, the arm 
retracted within the uterus, and the delivery effected as in ordinary 
cases of breech presentation. 


*‘ The phenomena which presented themselves in the case that 
we have detailed, militate strongly against Dr. Denman’s view ; 
the retraction of the arm, which must necessarily follow the 
change in the situation of the foetus, did not take place ; on the 
contrary, it remained projecting, nor could its return be effect- 
ed, after repeated and careful attempts, under every variety of 
circumstances that could in any manner facilitate it. The part 
which presented with the arm, was the lateral portion of the ab- 
domen, which distended the perineum until the right extremity 
was so far disengaged, that it could easily be drawn out, when 
the other parts quickly followed.” 


Art. VII. A Srartisticat and Mepicat Account of the 
Genesee Country, in the State of New York. By Epwarp 
G. LupLow, m. pv. of New York. 

In this paper, which occupies forty pages of the New-York Jour- 
nal, we find the topography of the Genesee country, and a history of 
its epidemics from the year 1801 to the year 1823. The cases and 
observations with which it is enriched, render it extremely interest- 
ing, and as such we recommend it to the perusal of our readers.— 
The diseases which are more particularly investigated, are inter- 
mittent fever, including the “‘ dumb ague,”’ and several interesting 
cases of congenital intermittent ; remittent fever, including the gas- 
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tric remittents of Frank ; remittents alternating with dysentery, and 
remittents terminating in typhus. The following cases of congenital 
diseases we deem peculiarly instructive. 


‘* Mrs. R—had fever and ague at two different times ; the 
latter six or seven years before the birth of herlast child. Du- 
ring the last stage of her last pregnancy, intermittents were very 
prevalent. Having for several days suffered some of the pre- 
cursory symptoms, she was, on Sunday afternoon, attacked with 
asevere paroxysm. Every stage of it was regular and distinct, 
the paroxysm terminating in diaphoresis. On Monday morning 
she was delivered of a boy, apparently at the full time. On 
Monday afternoon, at about the same time of day at which the 
Sunday’s paroxysm had occurred, the child was attacked. The 
cold stage was severe and long; the skin being livid, and the 
child was thought to be dying. This was followed by the hot 
stage, and, in due time, by diaphoresis. The paroxysms con- 
tinued to recur daily, for about a fortnight, when small doses of 
Peruvian bark were given. ‘The disease soon ceased ; but in 
about a week, the child had two fits more, when the bark again 
arrested it. The child is now more than two years old ; is fat 
and healthy, and has had no more attacks of the fever. ‘The 
disease did not recur in the mother after delivery. Both still re- 
side in the same house, which is situated on aguish ground.” 

** Mrs. D—, aged 40 years, in her eighth month of pregnan- 
cy, was taken with symptoms of measles on Tuesday ; on the 
Friday following the eruption appeared on her face and neck ; 
on Saturday evening she was seized with labour pains, and about 
two o’clock the next morning, the child was born, thickly cov- 
ered with eruptions. The woman flooded excessively ; and, 
for the five ensuing days, had turns of fainting, during which 
period the eruption entirely disappeared. On her gaining a 
little strength, it re-appeared on the face, with much difficulty 
of breathing ; after that, successively on the abdomen and ex- 
tremities, though the eruption never desquamated. On the 
eighth day she expectorated large quantities of purulent matter, 
and died on the twelfth. The child lived.” 


A popular prejudice is said to prevail, against the practice of 
checking intermittents by the use of the Peruvian bark. The wri- 
ter however agrees with Lind, that an ague cannot be stopped too 
soon, and that the constitution suffers least when the disease is most 
speedily removed. Dr. Ludlow has enumerated the several indigen- 
ous articles which are employed in medicine, and among them is the 
viola cucullata, which as a demulcent, is thought equal to the acacia. 
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“ The most common substitutes for the cinchona in use among 
the country people, are the barks of the Liriodendron Tulipife- 
ra, Cornus Florida, and the Prinos Verticillatos, or black alder. 
All these indigenous barks resemble the cinchona in their ef- 
fects ; and when we consider the common adulteration of the 
latter, may be deemed nearly as effiacious. Many other indi- 
genous plants of tonic properties are also frequently resorted to, 
as the Aralia Nudicaulis, or American sarsaparilla, and the 
Frasera Caroliniensis, or American columbo. ‘These are some- 
times successful where cinchona fails.”’ 


In gastric remittents, characterized by nausea of the stomach, and 
great irritability, the remedies are bleeding, mild cathartics, emetics, 
blisters, andstimulants. In those cases which terminate in typhus, 
Fowler’s solution is said to have succeeded in almost every instance. 
One case is related, with a view of showing the great efficacy of 
calomel given in large doses, to control excessive vomiting. The 
patient, 30 years of age, was attacked with the usual symptoms of re- 
mittent fever, attended with vomiting of bilious matter, hiccough, and 
pain in the right side. 


“ The usual remedies having failed, calomel was given in do- 
ses of sixty or seventy grains every two hours, which, after being 
repeated three or four times, effected a copious evacuation from 
the intestines of the same black matter which had been ejected 
from the stomach. The hiccough and vomiting now gradually 
abated, and he slowly recovered his health by the use of tonics.” 


Art. VIII. An account of several cases of Hydrophobia, which 
occurred at Elizabethtown, N. Jersey, in a letter to Dr. Joun 
B. Becx.. By Cuartes Davis, m. pv. of Elizabethtown. 

It appears that several animals and four men were bitten by a mad 
dog. For the latter, prophylactic measures were resorted to, such 
as the application of local irritants to the wound, and the exhibition 
of scull-cap and sulphur, as recommended in the prescription for it.— 
It does not appear that either of the individuals thus treated have ma- 
nifested any symptoms of hydrophobia, but our readers must judge 
whether their escape is chiefly to be referred to the use of scutella- 
ria, or not. 


Art. IX. Case of the gradual loss of Muscular Power. By 

Joun W. Gioninecer, Mm. v., of Lebanon, Pennsylvania. 

“ Dr. Gloninger was called to a patient afflicted with a loss of 
muscular power of the superior and inferior extremities, with 
considerable difficulty in articulating words, a dilated state of the 
pupil, and a proptosis of the right palpebra and under lip.” 
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Several remedies were employed without effect. At length ptya- 
lism was produced by a single dose of calomel, which did not prove 
cathartic, after which the patient could walk better. The mercurial 
pill was afterwards given every evening, until profuse salivation was 
produced, and in a short time the patient considered himself perfect- 
ly cured. 


Art. X. Description of a new Species of Ranuncurus, with 
remarks. By Dr. Lewis C. Breck and Mr, James G. Tra- 
cey, of Albany. New-York. Read before the Albany Ly- 
ceum of Natural History. 

The new species 1s thus described—“* Ranuncutus lacustris. 
Leaves all submerged, alternate, dichotomously divided into nu- 
merous capillary segments ; with clasping membranaceous stip- 
ules. Peduncles emerging, dichotomous, slightly furrowed.— 
Flowers terminal, large. Calyx spreading, hairy, fleshy, cadu- 
cous. Petals five to eight, obovate, larger than the leaves of 
the calyx. Nectary petal-lik cucullate-tubular, nearly equalling 
the length of the filaments. Fruit oval. Stem floating, branch- 
ed, glabrous, hollow, round, from two to four feet in length, ex- 
tending radicalfibres from the lower joints. Root fibrous, short.” 


Art. XI. Observations on what are termed the AtLuviat For- 
MATIONS in the United States ; in aletterto Dr. Francis. By 
Joxun Fincu, Fellow of the Philosophical Society of Bir- 
mingham. 

This is rather a geological than a medical paper. 


REVIEW. 


A Comparative View of the Sensoniat and Nervous Sys- 
Tems in Man and Animas. By Joun C. Warren, M. D. 
Professor of Anatomy and Surgery in the University at Cam- 
bridge. Boston, 8vo. pp. 159. 1822. 

“ After all the minuteness and fidelity with which the brain 
and nerves have been dissected and displayed ; after all that the 
scalpel, aided by the co-operation of chemical and microscopi- 
cal experiments, has done to demonstrate their structure ; and 
notwithstanding that so much light has been thrown upon every 
other part of the living machine, this its most conspicuous, and 
probably mostessential portion, is yetinvolved in deep mystery.” 


The most interesting portion of Dr. Warren’s work is thought to 
be his description of the crania of some of the aberigines of the U- 
nited States. These descriptions are illustrated by several plates, 
representing the crania of the Indians of Columbia river, the In- 
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dians west of the Rocky Mountains, and the flat head Indians, dis- 
torted by pressure, which are considered very creditable to the ex- 
ertions of Dr. Warren. In the character ofthe work, the review- 
er has ‘“‘ been in many respects greatly disappointed.”” If how- 
ever he had taken into consideration the nature and extent of Dr. 
Warren’s professional engagements and the disadvantage under which 
such a work must make its appearance in our country, we believe 
his expectations would have been fully answered. 





The American Medical Recorder. By Joun Experte, M. D. 
VOL. Vi. NO. Il. 

Art. I. Propositions in Medicine ; prefixed to the new Edition 
of the ** Examen des Doctrines Medicales,” fc. by J. F. V. 
Broussais. Translated by Duptey Arxkins, M. D. 

The propositions of Broussais, like the aphorisms of Hippocrates, 
may be supposed to contain a concise view of the author’s opinions 
and practice. They have been the subjects of numerous commen- 
taries and of much discussion—they have contributed to effect a ma- 
terial change in the practice of the French physicians, and of course 
have encountered opposition from those who are opposed to innova- 
tions even when they come in the shape of improvement. The 
present paper contains the propositions which relate to physiology. 


Art. Il. An Inguiry relative to the causes, nature, and treat- 
ment of Bilious Colic ; with remarks intended to prove the unity 
of this disease and Colica Pictonum. By Henry Statey, L. 
M. C. F. of Woodsborough, Maryland. 

In conformity to custom, Dr. Staley employs the term bilious col- 
ic, but cannot subscribe to its propriety, because it implies both a 
derangement of the biliary system, and a redundancy of the biliary 
secretions. He thinks therefore the term hepatic colic would be 
more appropriate ; but the difference does not appear sufficient to 
induce us to relinquish the use of a term which is generally under- 
stood, and by which no one is likely to be deceived. 

Dr. Staley endeavours to prove that bilious colic and colica picto- 
num are but different grades of the same disease, that they arise from 
the same causes and are to be treated by similar remedies. He 
commences with an emetic, but gives a decided preference to a com- 
bination of twenty grains of calomel with two of tartar emetic, ex- 
hibited in the form of pills. Cathartics are considered important and 
the advocates of the opiate and antispasmodic plan of treatment are 
said to ‘‘ consider the evacuation of the contents of the alimentary 
canal as absolutely necessary to the cure of this complaint.’’ The 
purgatives recommended are calomel, neutral salts, senna, rhubarb 
and manna. 

Among the adjuvants which are recommended are, enemata, epis- 
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pastics, antacids, and the warm bath. ‘* By the simple plan here 
detailed, aided by blood-letting where inflammatory symptoms occur, 
the constipation and other unpleasant symptoms will frequently be 
overcome in twenty-four or forty-eight hours.’’ That the practice 
here recommended, has proved successful in the hands of Dr. Sta- 
ley is unquestionably true, but it is equally certain that what he 
terms the opiate and antispasmodic treatment, has been pursued by 
others with similar success. We are inclined to believe that there 
are cases of colic in which it would be dangerous to lay opium aside, 
that there are also many cases in which it is unnecessary, and that 
those who embrace either practice exclusively, will be occasionally 
baffled in their attempts. Certain we are, however, that those phy- 
sicians who have gained the most celebrity i in the treatment of this 
sometimes formidable disease, have been in the habit of employing 
opium. In our own practice, we have prescribed with great advan- 
tage, a combination of aloes and aromatics, made into pills with the 
one of the acid preparations of opium. 


Art. III, Observations on Milk Sickness. By A. M’Catt, M. 
D. of Nashville, Tennessee. 

This paper refers to a singular disease, which prevails to a great- 
er or less extent, in many sections of the western states. ‘ The sick 
stomach and puking fever, milk sick and swamp sick, the tires, slows, 
and stiff joints, are terms by which it has been designated ; all ex- 
pressive of some diagnostic feature of this distressing affection. 

It originally appears among inferior animals, particularly horned 
cattle, and the milk or flesh of animals thus affected, is said to be one 
of the most common causes of the disease in the human subject. 


‘If a milk cow is about to be severely affected, she gives evi- 
dence of great languor. If she can gratify her thirst for water, 
it hastens the approach of the constantly attending symptoms, 
universal tremors, and violent constipation of the intestines.— 
Her head is tossed from side to side in agony, and if remaining 
long in one posture, the muscles cannot be acted on, so as to 
change that position. All the muscles have a peculiar rigidity. 
The abdominal muscles are much contracted in the more ad- 
vanced stages of the complaint, the body presenting a meagre 
aspect. 

7 milk be now drawn, it emits a peculiar odour, well known 
to those conversant with such milk. It is said not to foam so 
much as good milk, when flowing from the dug into a vessel.— 
The cream has a greenish hue, and the butter made from it ts 
highly pernicious. If the calf suck this milk it trembles, and 
often quickly falls and dies. By abstracting the milk, the ani- 
mal is partially relieved. Her breathing is laborious, and ve 
offensive to the bystander, if inhaled. On dissection the stenc 
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arising from the internal parts is almost insupportable. The 
several apartments of the stomach, and parts of the intestines 
are gangrenous, Or in a sphacelous state. Their contents have 
the appearance of being dried or parched. 

So far as I am acquainted with milk sickness in the human 
family, it can be invariably traced to taking into the stomach the 
milk, butter, or flesh of animals that had laboured under the same 
disease. ‘There isa remarkable coincidence of symptoms pre- 
sented by the operation of this peculiar poison, upon man, and 
the lower species of animals. 

The violence of an attack is modified, by the quantity and 
quality of milk, butter, or flesh taken into the stomach, and the 
length of time it is retained. ‘The peculiar habits and constitu- 
tion of each individual, are also to be taken into consideration. 
Drunkards and persons who have been several times under the 
influence of this poison, are least liable to be affected by it.— 
Adults are more severely attacked, in general, than children, and 
have a more tardy convalescence. 

At all stages of the disease, ardent spirits and spirits of tur- 
pentine, large doses of allum and charcoal, or strong decoction 
of peach-tree leaves, are attended with salutary effects when 
freely administered. After the intestinal canal is freely purged, 
the danger is slight with proper care.” : . 


The following case will serve to exemplify the course of the disease 
and the effect ofthe remedies employed. It occurred in the prac- 
tice of Dr. Sharpe. 


** Miss Betsy Reid was attacked 19th May, 1816, with burn- 
ing at the stomach, attended with slight pain. She vomited fre- 
quently, the thirst was constant and the pulse small, threaded, 
and frequent. She was restless, with a singular cast of anxiety 
in her countenance. In the early stage of her attack the bowels 
were constipated. She complained of little except the burning 
sensation at the stomach, which was momentarily relieved by the 
reception of mild fluids. An alarming prostration of the system 
soon came on. She was bied early, but did not lose much blood 
in consequence of a very languid arterial action. Oily purga- 
tives and cathartic enemata were administered without produ- 
cing an evacuation. ‘The region of the stomach and the ex- 
tremities were blistered without mitigating the symptoms.— 
About thirty-six hours after she began to puke, the vomiting and 
burning ceased suddenly. The ease she experienced for a few 
hours, was but the precursor of dissolution. The difficulty of 
breathing showed the delusive prospect of a recovery. She 
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groaned awfully, as respiration was performed, without being 
sensible of it, till death closed her sufferings. The course of 
the disease was only three days from the time she began to puke ; 
though she had been unwell for some days before.”’ 


' Art. IV. On the medicinal powers of the seeds of Phellandrium 
Aquaticum. By J. F. Daniet Lossrein, M. D. of the Fac- 
ulty of Medicine of Paris, and member of the Medical Socie- 
ties of Paris, Bordeaux, Philadelphia, &c. Xe. 

The Phellandrium Aquaticum is an umbelliferous biennial plant, 
whose seeds have an aromatic odour resembling angelica, and a strong 
spicy and acrid taste. Their active properties are thought to reside 
chiefly in an etherealoil. The diseases in which the seeds are em- 
ployed, are denominated mucous consumption, phthisis pulmunalis 
ulcerosa, and asthma. In chronic catarrh, it has also been found 
repeatedly efficacious. In chronic and ill-conditioned ulcers of the 
lower extremities, and in hemoptysis, this remedy has produced very 
salutary effects. 

Several cases are recorded to show that the Phellandrium Aguati- 
cum, is capable of very important remedial applications. The fol- 
lowing is of the number. 


“ The first case of phthisis pulmonalis ulcerosa in which I em- 
ployed this article, was in a woman at Strasburg, in France.— 
She had been labouring under the disease for several years, and 
had undergone various treatments for her disease. She was 
about thirty-two years of age, and mother of three children ; I 
found her very emaciated, with frequent and troublesome cough, 
attended with a copious purulent expectoration ; she had regu- 
lar exacerbations of fever ; a small, tense, and frequent pulse, 
and experienced debilitating night sweats. Scarcely any hopes 
of recovery were entertained by her friends, or indeed by my- 
self. Being requested, however, to prescribe for her, | put her 
npon the use of the phellandrium aquaticum, and in the course 
of about four months she was almost entirely restored to her 
original health. When I left Strasburg, in 1818, four years had 
already elapsed, during which she was free from her disease.” 


Art. V. Anaccount of a singular malformation of the Heart, 
Liver, and Spleen, in a Hog. Communicated by Dr. SAMUEL 
Faunestock, of Lancaster, Pennsylvania. 

On opening a hog which weighed 128 pounds, it appeared that the 
heart was wanting, and in its place was a bag, which was found to 
contain asmall body resembling a heart, not larger than a small cher- 
ry. The liver was found in its natural situation, but of a size not 
larger than a Lima bean. 
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Art. VI. A case of Opisthetonos and Intus-susceptio, produced 
by Worms. Communicated by Isaac Tuomas, M. D. of 
Westdteester, Pennsylvania. 

This paper is published for the purpose of affording an example 
of the diseases that are sometimes produced by worms in the prime 
viz. It presents nothing peculiarly interesting. 


Art. VII. 4 proposed Improvement of Desault’s Splints for 

Fractures of the Thigh. By Dr. Arcuer, of Norfolk. 

The improvement which is proposed by Dr. Archer consists in the 
adaptation of a small windlass to the inferior extremity of Desault’s 
Splint, by means of which the leg is extended. We do not perceive 
its superiority to the iron screw, employed by Boyer, and still used 
in the French Hospitals. 


Art. VIII. On the Morbid Influence of the Spinal Nerves, in a 
Letter from R. P. Prayer, to the Editor. 
This paper is selected from a late number of the Journal of Sci- 
ence. The author states that, 


‘In almost every disease of the upper and lower extremi- 
ties, of the neck and of the trunk and its organs and viscera, 
preternatural tenderness may commonly be discovered on pres- 
sure between the vertebrz from which the nerves emerge which 
proceed to the affected parts, or those spinal branches which are 
more immediately connected therewith. 

In the diseases in which the circulation is much accelera- 
ted, in cases of disease affecting important organs, and more par- 
ticularly when occurring in old age, this symptom may frequent- 
ly be discovered to extend along a considerable portion of the 
vertebral column. 

Diseases of the head, and its organs, and of those to which 
the par vagum is distributed, appear primarily to be connected 
with, if not consequential on, this morbid state, of one or more 
parts of the spine. The effects of remedies directed to the 
spine, seem to prove this. When organization is impaired, ef- 
fects then become causes. 

In many diseases besides the existence of preternatural ten- 
derness about the origins of the nerves which proceed to the 
affected parts, this symptom may also be discovered about the 
origins of one or more of the intercostal nerves on the left side 
of the spine beneath the scapula, and opposite the upper portion 
of the stomach. 

In diseases of females, this symptom may, in like manner, be 
frequently found about the origins of some of the sacral nerves. 

By the employment of remedies at these parts, some of our 
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most obstinate diseases may be rendered comparatively tracta- 
ble. For instance, pain, in general, may be almost immediately 
relieved ; and the symptoms of gout, rheumatism, phthisis, and 
cancer, more efiectually controlled than by any other means I 
am acquainted with. 

The principal remedy is the abstraction of blood, in a quan- 
tity proportionate to the vascular fulness of the patient. Gen- 
eral bleeding premised, when requisite. 

Cupping is, generally the best mode of removing vascular 
fulness from the origins of the spinal nerves ; this must be re- 
peated according to the recurrence of symptoms or the chronic 
nature of the case. ‘The glasses should be much larger than 
they are usually made. Blisters. and similar remedies become 
proper, after the due depletion of blood.” 

“The preceding diseases are only adduced as examples 
of the advantage of directing remedies to the spinal brain, and 
to the origins of the nerves which proceed to affected parts, and 
to excite attention to the extensively beneficial application of 
which this practice appears capabie, in the relief and cure of 
diseases in general; but it is by no means intended to recom- 
mend it to the exclusion of other remedies.” 


Art. IX. A case of Death of a Fetus in Utero in consequence 
of the Funis Umbilicals having been tied around its body. Re- 
ported by Horatio G. Jameson, M. D. Honorary Member 
of several Medical Societies, &c. With a Plate. 

The abdomen of the child was closely surrounded by the umbili- 
cal cord, to which circumstance, its malformation and death are re- 
ferred. 


Art. X. Observations on the use of Eupatorium Perfoliatum in 
Tinea Capitis. Communicated by Wittiam ZoLuicKorrer, 
M. D. of Maryland. 

To adults, Dr. Zollickoffer gives half a dram of powdered Eupato- 
rium combined with a dram of Supertartrite of Potash, every morn- 
ing, noon and night ; to children he gives it made into a syrup ; and 
recommends it to the attention of physicians as one of the most effect- 
ual remedies in tinea capitis. 


“ Forsome considerable time past, I have been in the habit 
of employing the Eupatorium perfoliatum in conjunction with 
the cremor tartari, in this truly distressing and unpleasant mala- 
dy. The utility of this prescription was first suggested to me 
by John Buckler, M. D. of Baltimore, whose successful em- 
ployment of it induced me to resolve to recommend its use in 
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the first case that should claim my attention. The cases in 
which I have given it, fully satisfied me of the correctness of 
Dr. Bucklier’s observations ; for in eleven cases, in which | re- 
commended this prescription, | had the pleasure of seeing my 
patients cured entirely. ‘The only case in which there appear- 
ed to be any difhculty, was relieved in five weeks, and the re- 
maining ten, within two and three weeks after.” 


Art. XI. On the method of extracting Poisons from the Stom- 
ach. By Samvuext Jackson, M. D. of Northumberland. 

The object of Dr. Jackson, is to show, that the practice of remo- 
ving poisons from the stomach as recommended by Mr. Jukes, and 
we may add Mr. Bush, had long since been adopted in the United 
States. The credit of the invention is ascribed to Dr. Monro of Ed- 
inburgh, but the still greater encomium of demonstrating its practi- 
cability is due to Dr. Physick of Philadelphia. 


Art. XII. An Account of some experiments on the Nerves ; by 
M. Masenpie. With some observations, by Joun Suaw, Esq. 
Lecturer on Anatomy in Great Windmill-street. 

- Foran account ofthese experiments we would refer our readers, 

to the former numbers of the Monthly Journal. 


REVIEW. 


Art. XIII. Memvires sur les Maladies Chroniques, les Evacu- 
ations sanguines et Yacupuncture. ParL. V.J. Beruioz, M. 
D. Paris, 1816. pp. 343. 

Our limits will not permit us to enter upon a minute examination 
of this very instructive paper. We find it stated by the author that 
different degrees of irritation form in the same organ, different dis- 
eases in the same way that different proportions in the materials 
of a compound give rise to mixtures possessing different properties. 


“From this it would appear evident,” says the reviewer, 
“that Dr. Berlioz, rejecting almost entirely the idea of specifics 
of disease, admits only specifics of organs, and we must confess, 
that we are ready to subscribe to this doctrine. In order to 
regard some medicines as manifesting a specific action on some 
particular disease, it is of absolute necessity that we should re- 
cognise in these latter a specific nature ; which opinion we are 
far from admitting as correct. ‘The late rapid improvements 
made in physiology and pathology, no longer permit us to regard 
these antiquated notions as possessing the least shadow of truth, 
and force us to consider diseases as varying only as they are 
found to be seated in different tissues or organs. The irritation 
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which, when situated in the smaller joints, we denominate gout, 
certainly does not retain its own specific nature when translated 
to the stomach. ‘The irritation of the urethra constituting the 
gonorrheea of systematic writers, does not retain the specific 
character of gonorrhoea when transmitted to the testicles ; scro- 
phula is no longer scrophula when the irritation of the lymphat- 
ic system, by which it is constituted, is transformed to some oth- 
er tissue, and such we believe is the case in all diseases with 
which we are liable to be attacked. But if we deny the exist- 
ence of specific diseases, and consequently specifics of disease, 
we have admitted those of organs and tissues, and daily observ- 
ations confirm us in this opinion ; thus cantharides possess affin- 
ity for, and act in a special manner on, the neck of the bladder ; 
balsam copaiva on the mucous membranes ; ergot on the uterus, 
&c. Some medicines act more particularly on the kidneys, 
others on the intestines.” 


Art. XIV. 4 Treatise on the nature and treatment of Scrophu- 
la; describing its connection with diseases of the Spine, Joints, 
Eyes, Glands, &c. founded on an essay to which the Jacksonian 
prize, for the year 1818, was adjudged by the Royal College of 
Surgeons in London. By Evsesius Artaur Lioyp, mem- 
ber of the Royal College of Surgeons, &c. London, 1821. 
The Essay of Mr. Lloyd was lately honoured with the Jacksoni- 

an prize, and is of course entitled to respectful consideration. The 
formidable disease of which it treats, is still enveloped in obscurity, 
and every effort to point out its causes, and elucidate its pathology, 
merits the thanks of the medical profession. Mr. Lloyd believes, 
that Scrofula is frequently hereditary, and quotes several strong ca- 
ses in proof of this position. Respecting its distinctive symptoms, 
he observes that the physiognomonic sigrs, will to an experienced 
and observant eye, be the most constant and unerring guide. 


‘‘ The appearance of the countenance Is really that of delica- 
cy and languor ; though to the common observer, from the ful- 
ness, the peculiar smoothness, and beautiful colour of the cheeks, 
it is often that of the highest and most complete health. If, 
however, it be attentively observed, it will be found that the 
cheeks, though full and tumid, are softer and more flaccid than 
is natural to health ; and that, instead of being fixed and firm, 
they hang as it were loose on the face. There are, neverthe- 
less, persons who have the greatest tendency to scrophula in 
whom none of these apparent signs of health exist, but whose 
complexions are peculiarly dull and pallid ; in these the ap- 
pearance of delicacy and languor is even greater than in the for- 
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mer. In the former state the lips generally partake of the ful- 
ness of the face, and are of a beautiful red, while in the latter 
they are pale. It often happens too, that the parts about the 
mouth are of a peculiar dull pallid hue. There is also a re- 
markable appearance about the eyes, which cannot be accurate- 
ly described ; but the conjunctiva is particularly free from blood- 
vessels, the pupil is generally much dilated, and the upper eye- 
lid drops more than natural, to which, perhaps, as well as to the 
delicate state of habit, the dilatation of the pupil may be in some 
measure owing.” 


On the cure of scrofula, our attention is particularly directed to 
the digestive organs ; whatever disturbs these functions, is to be 
cautiously avoided, and their healthy action is to be maintained 
by appropriate means. To obviate the influence of sudden changes 
of temperature, flannel clothing next to the skin is recommended ; 
good air and exercise are considered beneficial, and the bowels are 
to be kept regular by the use of the blue pill every night. For a 
simple state of scrophula, good and nourishing food is recommended ; 
but in those complicated cases wherein the topical affections have 
produced great irritation, exhaustion and hectic fever, generous diet 
and stimulating drinks are deemed useful. The second part of this 
paper contains observations on the local effects of Scrophula, par- 
ticularly as it affects the lymphatic glands, the mammary scrophula, 
and scrophulous testicle ; but our limits restrain us from entering 
more particularly upon its examination. 





MEDICAL INTELLIGENCE. 


Cancer of the Lip. ! 

M. Ricueranp proposes (founded on experience) a new mode 
of extirpating cancers of the lips. It is needless to observe 
that the common method is to cut out a triangular piece of lip 
including the disease, and endeavour to unite the cut edges by 
means of pins orsutures. There is often considerable pain in 
the process of keeping the divided parts in contact, especially 
where a large portion of lip has been removed, and after all we 
cannot avoid deformityin many instances. M. Richerand now 
removes the carcinomatous portion of lip with scissors curved 
on their flat sides, and rather short in their blades. The ope- 
ration is very quickly performed in this way ; but itis in the af- 
ter-management that the novelty or improvement lies. Instead 
of bringing the parts in contact by pins or sutures, the bleeding 
vessels are tied, anda piece of agaric is laid on the raw sur- 
face, over which lint and a bandage are placed. On removing 
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the dressings the third or fourth day, suppuration will be found 
established in the wound ; and from this time the mucous mem- 
brane of the mouth and the external skin of the lip daily ap- 
proximate till, in ten or twelve days, they are united ina line, 
with scarcely any deformity—especially ifcare has been taken 
to cut out the piece in the form of a long crescent.—Medico- 
Chirurgical Review. 


Palsy of the superior Extremities. 

Dr. Hearty, of Dublin, has given a short account of a species 
of palsy which he has met with in the superior extremity, and 
which he conceives to be unconnected with any organic disease 
of the brain or nervous system. He considers it to arise from 
pressure on the nerves, occasioned by lying with the head resting 
onthe arm. It was invariably found to yield to electricity, 
‘after the usual remedies for palsy have been tried without ef- 
fect.”,-—Lond. Med. Repos. 


Nervous Influence. 

One important point, respecting the transmission of the ner- 
vous influence, which has lately been ascertained by Dr. Philip, 
deserves to be noticed. This physiologist states, with reference 
to the section of the par vagum, “ that it is necessary, after the 
divisicn of the nerves, to displace one of the divided ends, in 
order wholly to arrest the function of the secreting surface ; the 
influence of the brain still passing in such a quantity, if this be 
not done, as to bestow on that surface a considerable degree of 
the secreting power ; and that even when the divided ends, if 
not otherwise displaced, are separated to a distance of a quarter 
of an inch.”’——Jbid. 


Purification of Opium by Ether. 

M. Rosiquet, in alate Number of the Journal de Pharmacie, 
has recommended the following method of purifying opium, first 
recommended by Dr. Alphonse Leroy, and mentioned in an in- 
augural dissertation upon cholera morbus, which was defended, 
in 1812, before the Faculty of Medicine, by Dr. Giraud, of Fon- 
tenay :——‘‘ Very pure opium, perfectly freed from all resinous 
matter, may be prepared by pouring upon it highly rectified 
sulphuric ether : the ether takes up all the resin of the opium, 
and a pure gum opium remains.’? This he has found to stay 
upon the stomach when the tinctura opii has been rejected.— 

he narcotine is not taken up by the ether.—Journal de Phar- 
macie. 































